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These Decisions Are Difficult
Your congregational president, Ann Allison, and I just finished attending a
meeting of lay and clergy leaders with the Minneapolis Area Synod staff and
guests. The meeting was very informational, somewhat disappointing, and so
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There were several presenters who talked about how they have responded to
this year-long pandemic. I found what Daniel Huff, Assistant Commissioner of
the Health Protection Bureau in Minnesota, said most helpful.
The long and short of his message was to keep doing virtual worship and
meetings.
 We can see the signs of opening up, but NOT YET.
 We have to continue to be careful and “care-filled” for the sake of one
another.
 We have to wait to see what these new variants of the virus will do (there
are four known variants in MN at the time of this writing).
 We must wait for so many more of our family and friends to be vaccinated.
 The age range of the virus is shifting to younger adults, teenagers, and
kids.
 We need to realize that we may be wearing masks and social distancing
throughout this entire calendar year, although we might be able to meet in
person sooner.

Easter Egg Hunt… .................12

I know this can be frustrating, and there are smaller things happening that will
help us see one another again - hopefully soon.
 The spring weather will help us be able to meet outside again. So maybe
we can have drive-in or outdoor worship sometime in May. Still distancing
and masking.
 The spring weather may also allow for some outdoor meetings and
activities. Still distancing and masking.
 The increase in vaccines will slowly allow for more small-group visiting,
inside and outside. Still distancing and masking.
On a personal note: I get my second vaccine on April 10 so will be as safe as
I can be on April 24, 2021 - so I will be able to do more visiting. Still distancing
and masking.
Time will tell and God will help us along the way, just as God has been with
us this entire time.
(continued on page 2)

In light of this continuous distancing and unknowns - with “opening up” looking near yet so very far
away, I offer this prayer from Pr. Nadia Bolz-Weber. It is a prayer Bishop Ann of the Minneapolis
Area Synod has shared several times these days:
Dear God who made us all,
A year ago we did not know that we were about to learn:
what we could lose and somehow live anyway
where we would find comfort and where it would elude us
whose lives matter to whom
why we have kitchens in our homes.
In mid-March 2020 all I knew for sure is that
hoarding toilet paper doesn't make you safe - it just makes you selfish.
But God, it feels like the world is about to open back up.
And I’m both thrilled and kind of scared about that.
Because I’m not who I was a year ago.
I want so badly
to hug my friends again
and laugh like hell again
and have amazing conversations again
and yet I am not sure how long I could do any of this before crying
or just getting really quiet.
My emotional protective gear has worn so thin,
and grief just leaks out everywhere now.
I am so afraid that I will never be who I once was.
And I am also afraid that I will be.
And yet, when I quiet my anxious thoughts, I start to suspect that
I am now closer to the me you have always known and always loved.
So help me trust that, Lord.

As things change, help us be gentle with ourselves and with each other.
We are all wearing newborn skin right now. Amen.

SOUTH MINNEAPOLIS DAY CAMP
Registration website is now open!

https://sites.google.com/view/southminneapolisdaycamp2021/registration?authuser=0

Even though our day camp will be virtual again this year, registration helps us plan for live events,
groups, and materials being sent to homes.

Please register your children by June 1. It really helps for planning purposes .
Questions? Contact Pastor Martha Bardwell,
Call her at 615-270-4960 or email her at: pastor@oursavioursmpls.org.
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From the desk of Dr. Jen Kilps, Engagement Coordinator
The Loneliness Project has some EXCITING plans for this spring and summer.

WHAT IS THE LONELINESS PROJECT?
It is a project for ALL of Bethel, designed by the Mission Council to address the loneliness we all
feel in some form or another. We all crave relationships—with God and with each other. Loneliness
was a concern of the Mission Council even before the pandemic. There was a growing awareness,
internationally, that people were feeling more and more socially isolated. A concern that participation
in social media might have the opposite of its intentions. With the onset of COVID-19, these
concerns became a reality for most of us.
The Loneliness Project is designed to build, arrange and beautify places outdoors so that our
neighbors have places to meet and spend time. Of course, these spaces are for ALL members of
Bethel, but the intention is to extend our activities outward so that our surrounding community feels
welcomed in.
WHAT WILL THIS LOOK LIKE?
This spring and summer, we will be building a large deck outside our front doors underneath the
‘O Land, Land, Land’ entrance on 16th Street. This deck will function as a meeting place for
activities, a place to hang and chill and a stage for worship and music. It will have benches and
tables and chairs as well as other creative features. The Tuesday Guys are designing the deck now.
We could have concerts and worship outside, a subsidized coffee truck (10 cent Coffee
Wednesdays), a neighborhood pet fashion show, Bible Studies, a gardening class … all in a place
where our neighbors would be welcomed.
We are also planning to landscape around the parking lot, add to our Natural Playground, build
more benches and arrange with a local artist for a mural. We will also be installing a series of signs
around our grounds highlighting our Creation Care activities: the rain garden, solar garden,
community garden, NEW bike station, NEW Natural Playground, the Labyrinth and a map of our
property.
HOW CAN YOU HELP?
There are ALWAYS ways you can help! This month: Jen needs an administrative volunteer or
two to put together some material (office work), the Tuesday Guys will be pulling out the bushes
around the parking lot & a couple other things (muscle-y work), we ALWAYS need gardening help
(under the direction of the Gardening Ladies who always have a list of tasks), help build two more
additions to our Natural Playground, and idea/thinking work! Keep a look out for sign-up emails from
Jen, Pastor B & the Office. And always call (or text or email) me if you would like to participate in
something!
We have lots to do and those things will be changing, so please get involved and watch out for
more activities.
We are looking for:
a large bike rack and large outdoor/patio umbrella
Peace in Christ,
Jen
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Phil’s Music Score
Celebrating Minnesota Musicians & Composers
Minnesota is no doubt the land of Lutherans and lutefisk – the latter not being something we
are all as excited about. But did you know that Minnesota is also a state of bustling church music
composition and performance as well? I would like to focus on a few of the current prominent
musicians in Minnesota who have great ties to the Lutheran church and how their presence has
continued to propel ministry into current times and will have an impact for decades to come.
Sing-able, contemporary, liturgical. These are some of the words that come to mind when I
think of local composer Marty Haugen. The popular settings of Now the Feast and Celebration and
Holden Evening Prayer were composed by Haugen and have become a mainstay in the Lutheran
church. He has also contributed to many hymns and other liturgical settings found in Evangelical
Lutheran Worship (ELW) and other hymnals. There is something about his music that makes it
enjoyable and easy to follow, lifting the text off the page and bringing it to life. He currently is a
composer in residence at Mayflower Church in South Minneapolis.
Staying in South Minneapolis and moving only a dozen or so blocks northwest of Bethel sits
Mount Olive Lutheran Church. For over sixty years this has been the home to two very well-known
musicians in the Lutheran organ world. Paul Manz served as organist and cantor for nearly 40 years
and composed dozens of short chorale preludes for organ as well as a number of well-known choral
pieces, including E’en So, Lord Jesus, Quickly Come. He also served as consultant on the
oversized Schlicker organ installed at the church during his tenure (this is the same organ builder
who built the organ at Bethel just a few years prior and I can’t help but think that he would have
visited Bethel to listen to what organ builder Herman Schlicker had to offer). Currently, David
Cherwien serves as organist and cantor at Mount Olive. He follows the same footsteps as Manz,
composing many pieces for organ as well as choral pieces. He leads the National Lutheran Choir
and is very active in leading hymn festivals and choirs around the country. While the origins of hymn
festivals are not clear, I can say with confidence that both Paul Manz and David Cherwien have
raised the standard of what such an experience can be and how these festivals can celebrate not
only favorite hymns but ones that share a greater story or message related to the church year or
current events.
There are so many Lutheran college choirs in the upper Midwest with a handful in Minnesota.
Every Advent/Christmas I look forward to watching their grand programs, most of which they start
rehearsing for immediately in September when classes begin. The St. Olaf choir under the baton of
Anton Armstrong has been the gold standard of the Lutheran college choir for decades. Having had
the opportunity to sing under Anton a few times for various festivals and conferences it is clear he
always has a deep connection to the music that he is able to pass along to the choir and form an
intimate connection to the audience. The one thing I will always take away from Anton is a comment
he made about how a choir ‘blends’. He explained that he didn’t like the word since ‘blend’ to many
people meant voices should sound exactly the same. He wanted the choir to be a mosaic of
different yet similar sounds that when shaped together and heard from a distance form one picture,
one sound, one choir, a mosaic. Anton is a director who knows how to connect a choir with its
audience, whether in concert or church service.
I only highlighted a few of Minnesota’s current Lutheran music giants. We are in a state
surrounded by talent and music and I hope that we can celebrate this and be grateful for every note
we hear or sing to the glory of God.
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Sunday
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EASTER SUNDAY

Monday

5

9:30 AM Virtual Easter Breakfast
http://us02web.zoom.us/j/872 5659 7541
10:30 AM Virtual Bethel W orship
11:30 AM Virtual Fellow ship Time
https://uso2web.zoom.us/j/85032958485
1:00 PM P entecostal Casa W orship
1:30 PM MN CASA Worship

11

9:15 AM Faith Forum

12

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82083004977

10:30 AM Virtual Bethel W orship
11:30 AM Virtual Fellow ship Time
https://uso2web.zoom.us/j/85032958485
1:00 PM P entecostal Casa W orship
1:30 PM MN CASA Worship

18

9:30 AM Virtual I nitial I DI Meeting
10:30 AM Virtual Bethel W orship
11:30 AM Virtual Fellow ship Time
https://uso2web.xoom.us/j/85032958485
1:00 PM P entecostal Casa W orship
1:30 PM MN CASA Worship

25

9:15 AM Faith Forum

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82083004977

10:30 AM Virtual Bethel W orship
11:30 AM Virtual Fellow ship Time
https://uso2web.zoom.us/j/85032958485
1:00 PM Virtual I nitial I DI Meeting
1:00 PM P entecostal Casa W orship
1:30 PM MN CASA Worship
5:00 PM Pentecostal Gathering

19

26

Tuesday

6

10:30 AM Virtual Staff M eeting
12:30 PM Virtual Text Study
6:30 PM Virtual M ental Health Group
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/830 4458 6675
7:00 PM P entecostal Casa Music
7:00 PM Scout Troop Meeting

13

9:30 AM Operation Love - Quilters
10:30 AM Virtual Staff M eeting
12:30 PM Virtual Text Study
6:30 PM Virtual Mission Council
https//us02web.zoom.us/j/845 1589 5120
7:00 PM P entecostal Casa Music
7:00 PM Scout Troop Meeting

20

10:30 AM Virtual Staff M eeting
12:30 PM Virtual Text Study
6:30 PM Virtual Board of Administrators
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88432252374
7:00 PM P entecostal Casa Music
7:00 PM Scout Troop Meeting

27

10:30 AM Virtual Staff M eeting
12:30 PM Virtual Text Study
7:00 PM P entecostal Casa Music
7:00 PM Scout Troop Meeting
7:00 PM Virtual CY F Meeting

Wednesd

7

11:00 AM Virtual Bible S

https://us02web.zoom.us

2:00 PM Phil Recording
6:30 PM Confirmation Clas

14

11:00 AM Virtual Bible S

https://us02web.zoom.us
7:00 PM I DI Sm all Group

21

11:00 AM Virtual Bible S

https://us02web.zoom.us

12:00 PM HERALD

6:30 PM Confirmation Clas

28

11:00 AM Virtual Bible S

https://us02web.zoom.us

FAITH FORUMS
Sunday, April 11 at 9:15 AM

Bring ONE of the "Breaking th
devotional statements added
we can discuss them in detail.
Sunday, April 25 at 9:15 AM

The Traumatic Roots of White
and Racism in America - Resm
Watch this video in advance a
discuss. https://youtu.be/8Hj
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2

3

8

9

10

15

16

17

22

23

24

29

30

1

6:00 PM MN CASA Service

ss

Study

s/j/81542792093
p R eport

Study
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6:00 PM MN CASA Service

6:00 PM MN CASA Service

D DEADLINE

ss

Study

s/j/81542792093

Saturday

1

1:00 PM Worship Taping - Easter
6:00 PM MN CASA Service

Study

Friday

6:00 PM MN CASA Service

S

9:00 AM Cub Pack 38
6:00 PM P entecostal Casa W orship

6:00 PM P entecostal Casa W orship
7:00 PM MOVIE NIGHT:
Peanut Butter Falcon
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83898066592

9:00 AM Cub Pack 38
6:00 PM P entecostal Casa W orship

6:00 PM P entecostal Casa W orship
7:00 PM MOVIE NIGHT:
Kiss the Ground
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83898066592

9:00 AM Cub Pack 38
6:00 PM P entecostal Casa W orship

10:00 AM Easter Egg Hunt
HERE AT BETHEL!
3:00 PM Phil Recording

Please take the Intercultural Development Inventory (IDI)

he Chain"
by Pr Brenda so
.

e Body Supremacy
maa Menakem
and we will
jsps9093E

As you know, part of our sabbatical year includes our congregation's opportunity
to become more culturally competent. One way we do this is by individually taking
the Intercultural Development Inventory (IDI), Here is your chance to join the
process. If you would like to take the IDI soon come to ONE of these two meetings in
January:
Sunday, April 18, at 9:30 PM on Zoom
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83654710383 OR
Sunday, April 25, at 1:00 PM on Zoom
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83654710383
At these meetings you will learn more about this process, get your questions
answered, and - should you choose to take the IDI - be given access to the inventory
free of charge. Once several folks take the IDI, we will form small groups, give group
results, and start working on becoming more culturally competent together. You will
also receive your individual results, so you can work on your own as well.

Thank you!
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Heidi Nordine
Karen Warwick
Cherie Olausen
Mike Simons
Sitona Olson
Janet Anderson
Rachel Allison
Connor Riley
Julie Ness
Shaelyn Lindgren-Mudek
Marcia Kempe

April 1
April 1
April 2
April 2
April 3
April 4
April 4
April 4
April 8
April 9
April 11

Thomas Tourville
Brenda Froisland
Gretchen Mitcham
Paul Comnick
Linda Frazier
Josi Alberts
Thomas Mason
Ray Pikkarainen II
Joan Bargman
Joni Hodgman

April 18
April 19
April 19
April 20
April 21
April 23
April 24
April 24
April 29
April 29

Mike & Noreen Greer

April 5

Brenda Froisland & Mary Chilvers

April 8

Jeff & Jody Alberts

April 13

Jeff & Michelle Kevelin

April 24

If your birthday or anniversary is missing from this page,
please let the office know so we can update our records!
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STEWARDSHIP THOUGHTS
The ladle and spoon are both perfectly good utensils. They are just
designed for different purposes. The spoon is a single sized utensil
that allows you to serve yourself. The ladle is a larger tool that is better
used for larger servings and designed for serving others. You can
serve others with a spoon, but it doesn’t work very well. You can serve
yourself with a ladle but that’s not its purpose. As you start your day
tomorrow, I encourage you to take the ladle with you. Look for reasons
to share and serve. Giving a simple courtesy such as letting that car
go in front of you, stopping for pedestrians now that it’s getting nice out or even letting someone go
ahead of you at the store checkout who has less items! Showing a smile to someone and sharing a
nice thought with a compliment. Perhaps something more like giving items to a food shelf, giving
financially to your favorite cause or sharing your time and talents to your church and community.
Whatever you choose to do, just look for ways to put down the spoon for a bit and serve with a ladle.

April 7
April 14
April 21
April 28
May 5
May 12
May 19
May 26

John 20:19-31, Acts 4:32-35
Luke 24:36b-48, Acts 3:12-19,
John 10:11-18, poem
John 15:1-8, Acts 8:26-40
John 15:9-17, Acts 10:44-48
John 17:6-19, Acts 1:15-17, 21-26
Acts 2:1-21, poem
John 3:1-17, Romans 8:12-17

Bible Study AND readings for discussion
and for the following Sunday worship
Bible Study Wednesdays
11 AM on Zoom

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81542792093
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RELATIVES & FRIENDS

PRAYERS FOR OUR MEMBERS
Mark & Jan Walker
Ann Allison
Mary Thone
Dr. Jen
Judith Day
Mike Simons
Trudy Carlson
Audrey Campbell
Sheila Nelson
Warwick Family
Pikkarainen Family
Laurel Jorgensen
Sue Dorumsgaard Ayers
Rosie Smith & Family
Gloria Condon
Paige Best

Larissa Hoover
Marjorie Hauge
Hundt Family
Marilyn Romsaas
Tom Keating
Sharon Warwick
Bresina Family
Teondre Martinez
Crystal Vaughn
Lynn Vaughn
Jeff Fossum
Mel Olson
Joan Dahlman
Puckett Family
Andy Martinson
Doris Christianson

MEMBERS, RELATIVES
& FRIENDS IN THE SERVICE
Robert Hundt
Katrel Bishop (Pr Brenda’s nephew)
Adam Froisland (Pr Brenda’s nephew)
Dwana Froisland (Pr Brenda’s niece)
Brian Hansen (Kaka Day’s husband)
Aaron Larson (Rosie Smith’s grandson)

Manda (Dr. Jen’s sister)
Marvin (Bryan Mann-Entzel’s dad)
Nini & Brenda (Christian Ledesma’s
uncle & aunt)
Betty (Christian Ledesma’s mom)
Gretchen (Larissa Hoover’s mom)
Kristian (Pr B’s bestie)
Bob (Sue Dorumsgaard Ayers’ uncle)
Ray (AnnE Keating’s brother)
Darlene (Jeff Alberts’ mom)
Dennis Houde (Gloria Condon’s friend)
Susan (Mike Condon’s sister)
Steve (Pr B’s brother)
Cherril (Candy Hickenbotham’s friend)
Susan & Dale (Wendy Ledesma’s parents)
Sue & Wayne (Karen Warwick’s parents)
Rhonda (Sheila Nelson’s friend)
Joni (Sheila Nelson’s cousin)
Rosy Fieker (Libby Krogh’s sister)
Rev. Ron Schuette (Dave’s father)
Steve Elavsky (Shirley Elavsky’s son)
Denann Karels (Jan & Mark Walker’s friend)
Joanne Wilberg (Marge Hauge’s sister)
Gabe Ness (Julie Hundt’s husband)
John Hundt (Kathy Hundt’s brother-in-law)
Ann Baskett (Crystal Vaughn’s grandmother)
Andrea (Mona Falk’s daughter)

MORE PEOPLE OF GOD

Victims & families of mass shootings
National Leaders
All of us regarding COVID-19
Indigenous Lives
Black and Brown Lives
Medical Workers, Essential Workers

Sean Young (Pr Brenda’s godson)

OUR MISSION PARTNERS

 Bancroft Neighborhood Association  Bread of Life Deaf Lutheran Church BOLD
 Casa de Oracion - MN
 Casa de Oracion - Pentecostal
 Every Meal  Mpls Area Synod  Nokomis Healthy Seniors
 ReconcilingWorks
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BOARD OF ADMINISTRATORS

Bethel Lutheran Church
4120 17th Avenue South
Minneapolis, MN 55407

We had our first congregational meeting via Zoom. Who would have
thought? I have to say, it was wonderful to see so many of your faces
and hear your voices! It made my heart happy.
The Board continues meeting and working on behalf of all of us. We
are hopeful that by May we can at least start having services outdoors
together, maybe indoors. It all depends on our vaccination rate as well
as how the corona virus behaves. Right now, there are concerns about
the variants and, once again, we are seeing overall rates rise. We are
watching things closely, and are hopeful.
Earlier this week, Pastor Brenda and I were in on a presentation about
this by our Synod. Both a physician and MN Dept. of Health
commissioner spoke about how if we all do this right - get vaccinated,
maintain masking and physical distancing, hand hygiene, continue to be
careful - that we can most likely look forward to being together again in
the next couple months. But, if we let our guard down and don't continue
to be vigilant, this could get away from us again (look at what is
happening now in much of Europe - on their 3rd wave).
So as soon as we know anything, we'll be letting you all know. Be
safe, be vigilant, hang in there.
God's Blessings to you all.
Ann Allison, President
Board of Administrators

MISSION COUNCIL
We have two more movie nights planned for April. On April 9 we will
be watching The Peanut Butter Falcon for our Cultural Capacity Building
Initiative. On April 23 we will be watching our first movie for our Creation
Care Initiative, Kiss the Ground. This movie is being made available by
Interfaith Power & Light for Faith Climate Action Week’s theme of
“Sacred Ground: Cultivating Connections Between our Faith, our Food,
and the Climate.”
We made more concrete plans for our next steps for our Loneliness
Project. Our first phase of the project will focus on updates to our
property that will hopefully bring more people into the space through
aesthetic updates and more activities on our property. We are looking at
a number of things, including a deck at the “O Land, Land, Land”
entrance, a labyrinth mural, landscaping, expanding the Natural
Playground, an outdoor piano space, and updated signage. We are
excited to get going on this project.
-Stephanie Johnson, Mission Council Chair

Phone: (612) 724-3693
Fax: (612) 724-3694
Office Hours vary due to COVID-19
M - TH 9AM -3PM & Fri 9AM -12PM
Pastor: Brenda Froisland
pastor@bethel-mpls.org
651-270-4960
Engagement Coordinator:
Dr. Jen Kilps
engage@bethel-mpls.org
321-750-7862
Music:
Phil Radtke, Director
organist@bethel-mpls.org
Barb Saunders, Erin Gaines
Office Administrator:
Susie George
bethel@bethel-mpls.org
Finance Coordinator:
Martha McCartney
mrmaccounting@yahoo.com
Head Custodian:
Katie Simons
Assistant Custodians:
Chris Hoover, Bill Shy
Board of Administrators:
Ann Allison, President
Dean Anderson, At-Large
Pat Gramentz, Treasurer
Laurie Hauge, Vice-President
Les Johnson, At-Large
Bryan Mann-Entzel, Secretary
Mission Council:
Janet Anderson
Larissa Hoover
Stephanie Johnson, Chair
Lizzy Kile
Jim Lair
Norma Lanning
Anna Olsen
Visitation Committee:
Sharon Rodi, Coordinator
C Y & F Committee:
Lisa Chovan-Spence
Michael Hall
Tom Keating
Wendy Krogh
Katie Simons
Anna Wohnoutka, Chair

MAY Deadline:

Approved Article, Advertisement and
Calendar deadline is:

Wed., April 21 at
12:00 Noon

Bethel Lutheran Church * 4120 17th Ave S, Minneapolis, MN 55407 * 612-724-3693 * www.bethel-mpls.org

11

4120 17th Ave S, Minneapolis, MN 55407
 612-724-3693  bethel@bethel-mpls.org  www.bethel-mpls.org
In gratitude, Bethel Lutheran Church
amplifies God’s grace, nourishes all creation, reaches out, and builds community.
A Reconciling in Christ Congregation
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