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In gratitude, Bethel Lutheran Church amplifies Godõs grace, 

nourishes all creation, reaches out, and builds community. 

  ÅWe are a Reconciling in Christ Congregation. 

 ÅBethel Children, Youth & Family Ministry bridges generations to model,  

   equip, and encourage a foundation of trust in Godõs story.    

What were you thinking? 
Hello, everyone. I hope you are doing well and remaining safe from our current 
global pandemic. I am sure you are all curious about how the Board of 

Administrators came to the following conclusions when thinking 
about our worship together this summer: 
¶ Meet outside as a default.  Move inside if it is going to rain or the heat 
index temperature will be 88 or above by 11 AM. 

¶ If we are outside, wear masks if there are children present ï unless the 
child(ren)ôs parent/guardian indicates they are comfortable with us being 
unmasked. If so, only those fully vaccinated can unmask. 

¶ Those NOT fully vaccinated should always wear masks and physically 
distance at least 6 feet from others outside their family/pods. 

¶ If we are inside, all must wear masks and physically distance from other 
families/pods. 

¶ Please continue to use hand sanitizer and behave in the safest ways 
possible. 

¶ The kitchen is open as of June 27 at 9 AM.  Anyone cooking or preparing 
any food or beverage for a group of people larger than 5 must wear masks 
while working. This is mostly in response to the requests from our two 
Casa congregations. 

¶ Bethel will not have any official fellowship time that includes food or 
beverages until further notice. 
 

Here is our process and rationale. 
We surveyed our elected leaders, as well as our families with youth and 
children to find out our comfort level as a group. This way everyone was 
represented in the survey. We created the above guidelines based on those 
survey results, other feedback we have heard from members, CDC guidelines, 
and advice from Dr. Osterholm of the University of MN. 
¹ Meeting outside remains the safest option since less than 75% of our state 
is fully vaccinated. We recognize that it can get very hot in our backyard, 
therefore we put a cap on the heat index for decisions to move inside or 
stay outside.  We will also be rearranging our worship set-up to provide 
more shade at logical places for attending worship. 

¹ Wearing masks still protects others, especially our children who are not yet 
eligible for vaccinations. Parents/guardians can choose to give more 
permissions, but we default to them so that we can keep our children as 
safe as possible. 

continues 
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¹ As we move inside, because we still want to sing during worship as a congregation, masks 
and physical distancing will be required for everyoneôs safety.  Our sanctuary air exchange 
does not allow us to replace the air in the suggested manner to keep one another safe 
without masks, so we choose to require masks. Again, we also do this to keep our children 
as safe as possible. 

¹ Not serving food and beverages still remains the safest option. 
 
If you have ideas, feedback, or suggestions about our next steps, as we move toward the fall, 
please feel free to talk with our elected leaders. The list can be found on page 11 of this 
newsletter. 
 

With you, for Jesus, 

LUTHERAN NIGHT  

AT THE TWINS!  

GET READY FOR  

Monday, July 26th @ 6:30 PM 

TWINS vs. DETROIT TIGERS 
Your ticket gets you a free pop & hot dog! 
Watch your email for sign up details! 

Wǳƭȅ мм  /hwb Ih[9 D!a9 
Wƻƛƴ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ /ƻǊƴ-ƘƻƭŜΗ hǊ Ƨǳǎǘ ŎƘŜŜǊ ŀƭƻƴƎΗ 

 

Wǳƭȅ му  .wLbD-!-{b!/Y 
.ǊƛƴƎ ŀ ōǊƻǿƴ-ōŀƎ ǎƴŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎŀƳǇ ŎƘŀƛǊκōƭŀƴƪŜǘ  

ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ƎƻƻŘ ƻƭŘ ŦŀǎƘƛƻƴŜŘ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ ǝƳŜΗ 
 

Wǳƭȅ нр  Lb¢9wD9b9w!¢Lhb![  
  {¦b5!¸ {/Ihh[ 

     ¢Ǌȅ ƻǳǘ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ WŜǎǳǎΗ 
 

!ǳƎǳǎǘ м  .wLbD-!-{b!/Y 
 Ϫ aƛƴƴŜƘŀƘŀ Cŀƭƭǎ 

       .ǊƛƴƎ ŀ ōǊƻǿƴ-ōŀƎ ǎƴŀŎƪ ŦƻǊ ŎƘŀǩƴƎΗ 

.ŜǘƘŜƭ CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ 
!ƊŜǊ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ƛƴ .ŜǘƘŜƭΩǎ .ŀŎƪȅŀǊŘΗ 
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Bethel 2021-2022 Scholarship applications are available! 
Contact the office to get one if needed. 

Deadline to apply is July 15, 2021 
 

Statement of Purpose 
 Bethel Lutheran Church wants to encourage and support you who are 
seeking higher education;  

 To further your education is to better equip you to become a servant 
of the Lord in your life work. Due July 15! 

STEWARDSHIP THOUGHTS 

 

There is way more to Stewardship than just giving money to the church. Itôs interesting to go deeper and 
try to think differently into what all Stewardship entails for yourself and for others. The three thoughts 
below were drawn from the NIV Busy Momôs Bible.  

1. Caring for Yourself 
I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of Godôs mercy, to offer your bodies as a living 
sacrifice, holy and pleasing to Godðthis is your true and proper worship. Romans 12:1 
Paul was like a father to his prot®g®, Timothy. And one of the things that concerned him most was that 
he look after himself. With safe drinking water difficult to ýnd, Paul urged the young pastor to drink some 
wine to keep himself in decent shape (see 1 Timothy 5:23). Maintaining our physical health is an 
important part of maintaining our spiritual health. Paul wanted to see Timothy þourish, and in þourishing, 
to serve others more effectively. 
Does your level of rest or ýtness hold you back from serving God? 
 
2. Sharing 
Then David knew that the LORD had established him as king over Israel and had exalted his kingdom for 
the sake of his people Israel. 2 Samuel 5:12  Say you just got a promotion at work, bought a new house 
or earned your PhD. God has blessed you. Now what are you going to do with that blessing? God made 
David king so that he could bless Godôs people. God expects us to use what weôve been given to help 
others too. Why did God bless you? Perhaps you got a raise so you could give more generously 
to a ministry. Perhaps he gave you a home so you could welcome others into it. Only when you look 
beyond yourself will you be able to see Godôs greater purpose. 
What blessings has God given you? In what ways are you using your gifts for the Giver of gifts? 
 
3. Prioritizing 
Be very careful, then, how you liveלðלnot as unwise but as wise, making the most of every opportunity, 
because the days are evil. Ephesians 5:15ï16  As you get older, life gets more complicated. Demands 
on your time and attention continue to mount, and thereôs never enough time or energy in a day to get to 
everything. Do you ýnd yourself longing for a simpler life? When all is said and done, the focus of your 
life should be to love God and love others. Do the things that ýll your heart, life and schedule reþect 
those priorities? By discovering and focusing your energy on what God considers most important, you 
begin to ýnd clarity and purpose for each day of your life. 
What are some realistic, practical ways to make God your highest priority? 
 
Three words to take with you today: ñCare. Share. Prioritize.ò 

~submitted by Jerry Johnson, Stewardship Chair 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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From the desk of Dr. Jen Kilps, Engagement Coordinator 

Consistent with this past year, our life together, here at Bethel, continues to change.  We are in the 
midst of determining guidelines for our worship lives together as well as navigating what it means to 
ñopen upò as a society.  Once again, ñnormalò does not apply, and we are just beginning to 
understand just how things might continue to change.   
 
Once again we are being called on to be flexible, to be resilient, to go with the flow and make the 
best of every situation (or the best we can).  Sustaining this kind of energy is not easy, but I would 
have to say that it IS, for the most part, exciting. 
 
Things are at least hopeful!  Even though it is obvious that life isnôt perfect.  Jobs and the economy 
are still riding a rollercoaster, and if you are like me, I am not that fond of roller coasters.  And for 
families with young children, life with COVID may seem as frustrating as before.   
 
But hope we must.  And things do and WILL change. 
 
I want to tell you about some changes you might notice when you come back to the church building.   
If you havenôt already noticed the new trees, PLEASE DO!  We have beautiful new trees that are 
flourishing on our grounds.  They are growing and green and will provide new shade for us in future 
years! 
 
Our Natural Playground is slowly coming to fruition.  With the help of Gabe, 
Gavin and the Chovan-Spence family, along with Jim Lair and Aaron 
Warwick, we have made the playground larger and added some new 
features.  Here is a photo of Colby on our new wobble board.  Benches, 
mulch and hopscotch are coming soon! 
 
The non-profit Tree Trust is busily cleaning up and landscaping the 
perimeter of our parking lot!  This should not only help make our grounds 
more beautiful but will eliminate space for trash to accumulate.  We are 
looking forward to seeing the finished project.  
 
Another big change is that our youth were able to meet together for tubing down the Cannon River.  
Nine teenagers, Anna Wohnoutka, Pastor Brenda and I spent a day simply having fun and spending 
time together.  There was maybe a little too much in the way of sunburning, but a wonderful time was 
had by all! 
 
And we will continue to worship together!  That is maybe the greatest blessing of all.  Slowly we are 
navigating safety and are finally able to be together!  Things may not be what they looked like two 
summers ago, but I cannot sufficiently express my simple joy at seeing you all and seeing your 
smiling eyes and actual smiles!  May we continue down this path of ñdropping numbersò and 
increased vaccinations!   
 
I pray for health for you all, physical, mental and spiritual.  And I hope to see much more of you soon! 
 
Peace in Christ, 
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Philôs Music Score 

      One hymn can have multiple meanings and different messages for different people. 
Therefore, some hymns are repeated throughout the year as they can provide context to different 
sermons and texts.  Nowhere is this more apparent than in the many African American spirituals.  
 On the surface these spirituals can be linked to biblical text ï specifically the Old Testament. 
For example, the following spiritual, Deep River, is scripturally based on Joshua 3:17, ñNow the 
priests bearing the ark of the covenant of the Lord stood firmly on dry ground in the midst of the 
Jordan, and all Israel was passing over on dry ground until all the nation finished passing over the 
Jordan.ò It is only when we look past the surface that we begin to understand the significance of 
these spirituals.  

Deep river, my home is over Jordan, 
Deep river, Lord, I want to cross over into campground. 

Oh, donôt you want to go to that gospel feast, 
That promised land where all is peace? 

Oh, deep river, Lord, 
I want to cross over into campground. 

 
  Spirituals or slave songs have roots in slavery and were sung by slaves. The calls to 
find the promised land, to ñGuide my Feet,ò ñWade in the Waterò all had biblical ties but were also 
telling the life the slaves were living - the struggles of life, asking God for guidance and the hope for 
freedom. Spirituals were passed down orally since most slaves were not taught reading or writing, 
and were sung to promote unity, understanding and hopefulness.  

Many African American spirituals gained awareness during tours of the renowned Fisk 
Jubilee Singers from Fisk University in Nashville, Tennessee. Established in 1866 as the countryôs 
first liberal-arts college for ñyoung men and women irrespective of color,ò the Fisk Jubilee Singers 
group was born. This small ensemble of a cappella singers toured the country and later the world in 
the 1870s. Bear in mind slavery in the U.S. had only been abolished a few years prior to this. Their 
mission was to raise money for their school but they did much more than just that. They sang 
spirituals at their concerts, many of these songs unknown to the predominantly white audiences. 
The audiences responded with curiosity, intrigue and sometimes hostility toward this all-black 
touring choir. The music was new and different but gained popularity over the decades that 
followed. This eventually led to numerous arrangements and printings of these once scarcely-
known, orally-passed songs.  
 

Guide my feet, while I run this race, for I donôt want to run this race in vain! 
  

 If spirituals were conceived by slaves for slaves this begs the question, why are spirituals 
still sung today? While these spirituals may not serve their original intended purpose today, they 
certainly still bear a message of hope and trust for todayôs world. They still bear a message for 
those who may feel trapped and want to escape whatever trials they may be facing. They still refer 
to biblical stories as well. When sung today, remember how spirituals came to be and all the people 
who sang them under undesirable conditions hoping for a better tomorrow.  

Phil Radtke,   
   Music Director 

Spirituals 


