
  

 

 

Bethel Lutheran Church - In-person and Online 
YouTube: @bethelmpls 

 

In gratitude, Bethel Lutheran Church amplifies God’s grace, 
nourishes all creation, reaches out, and builds community. 
 We are a Reconciling in Christ Congregation. 
 Why a Public Church? To impact and enhance the community 

so that everyone feels a sense of love and belonging. 
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August 2, 2026, 10:00AM 
 

We welcome to the Lord’s Table all people, without exception, who desire to 
receive the blessings of Christ’s body and blood in this sacramental meal of 
bread and wine. If you are online, please prepare your own table with bread, 
wine, and/or a treat for anyone not receiving communion. 
 

Worship leaders will indicate when to stand and sit, as you are able. 

 “Mothering God, You Gave Me Birth” by Sherri Hansen 

 

Wherever you are on your journey of faith, we believe that God meets 
us here. We gather in the name of the Creator, and of the Savior, and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

“Come and Seek the Ways of Wisdom” 
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Let us pray. Divine Mother, 

to 
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God’s 

to 
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Isaiah 66:7-14
This lesson from Isaiah comes in the final chapter when God promises to reunite 

the whole nation of Israel (Zion). Isaiah uses feminine imagery as God promises to 
take care of God’s people as a mother takes care of her newborn.    

Before Zion was in labour she gave birth; before her pain came upon her 
she delivered a son. Who has heard of such a thing? Who has seen such things? 
Shall a land be born in one day? Shall a nation be delivered in one moment? Yet 
as soon as Zion was in labour she delivered her children. Shall I open the womb 
and not deliver? says the LORD; shall I, the one who delivers, shut the womb? 
says your God. Rejoice with Jerusalem, and be glad for her, all you who love 
her; rejoice with her in joy, all you who mourn over her—that you may nurse 
and be satisfied from her consoling breast; that you may drink deeply with 
delight from her glorious bosom. For thus says the LORD: I will extend 
prosperity to her like a river, and the wealth of the nations like an overflowing 
stream; and you shall nurse and be carried on her arm, and dandled on her 
knees. 

You shall see, and your heart shall rejoice; your 
bodies shall flourish like the grass; 

and her indignation is against her enemies.   
[Pronouns have been changed in this reading to look at God as feminine.] 

Word of God. 

Children and the young at heart are invited to the front of the sanctuary.  

to 
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Luke 1:39-56 
The Gospel continues according to Luke, the first chapter. 

 

 In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill 
country, where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 
When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her womb. And 
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, 

. And why has 
this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as 
I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leapt for joy. 

And Mary  said, ‘My soul magnifies the Lord, and 
my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, for she has looked with favour on the 
lowliness of her servant. 
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The Lord’s mercy is for those who fear God from generation to 
generation. She has shown strength with her arm; the Lord has scattered the 
proud in the thoughts of their hearts. The Lord has brought down the powerful 
from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; she has filled the hungry with good 
things, and sent the rich away empty. 

And Mary remained 
with Elizabeth for about three months and then Mary returned to her home 

[Pronouns have been changed in this reading to look at God as feminine.]  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

“Mothering God, You Gave Me Birth” 
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A New Creed is an affirmation of faith adopted at the 23rd General Council, United  
         Church of Canada in 1968.  Used as property of public domain 

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our 
broken world, let us pray for the needs of all creation.  

A brief silence. 
 
Each petition ends with a response: 
 Lord, receive our prayer, 
God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good 

news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 

 The peace of Jesus is with you always. 
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For checks and cash offerings, please place them in the offering plate at the 
back of the sanctuary. For members, if you are making a cash donation, place it in 
an envelope with your name on it. For online giving through Square, scan the QR 
code. To pay with PayPal, please visit our website: Bethel-mpls.org. 

 

Online worshipers, please send checks directly to: 
Bethel Lutheran 4120 17th Ave S, Mpls, MN 55407
Thank you for your generosity! 
 
 

Let us pray. Creator God, 

 The Lord be with you.  

 Lift up your hearts.  

 Let us give thanks to our God. 



10  

 

For as often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the 
mystery of faith, that 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

 

“Now Behold the Lamb”

is the one who 
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“As a Mother Comforts Her Child” 
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“You Satisfy the Hungry Heart” 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthens you in faith, holds 
you in God’s grace, forgives your sins, and empowers you to love all others. 
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Let us pray. God of all, 

 

Our Mother of Compassion nourishes your soul. Feel the deep, unfailing 
love of Christ, who bears you as a mother bears her child. Go now in the grace 
and comfort of her eternal embrace.  

(From Julian of Norwich) 

 “Go, My Children, with My Blessing” 
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Go forth with courage, loving God and serving neighbors. 

 “Allein Gott in der Höh sei Her” by Andreas Nikolaus Vetter

 All Believers 
 Rev. Brenda Froisland 
 Ann Allison 

 Norma Lanning 
 Kristin Cleary  

 Bernie Asher 

Anne Phillips 
 Stephanie Johnson 

 Sarah and Doug Psick 
 Gene Rodi and Ted Allison 

 Romell White  
 Barb Saunders and Barb Wandberg 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #22165. Music reprinted by permission under 
OneLicense.net #A-704061 and  CCLI #690921 &20426074. Andress  Liturgy reprinted with permission.  
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ReconcilingWorks Casa de Oracion - Pentecostal 
Mpls Area Synod Nokomis Healthy Seniors   CANMN 

Iglesia Evangelica Luz Alas Naciones   Iglesia Evangelica La Voz de Dios 
Bancroft Neighborhood Association Bread of Life Deaf Lutheran Church (BOLD) 

Katrel Bishop (Pr B’s nephew) 
Adam Froisland (Pr B’s nephew) 
 

 

 People struggling with mental illness and their 
loved ones 

 Victims of natural and human disasters 
 People in war-torn places 
 Black, Brown, Indigenous, and Asian Lives  
 People without homes 
 Refugees, Migrants and Asylum Seekers 
 People affected by gun violence 

Martin/Harne family (Pr B's relatives)  
Ivy Potratz (Susan Johnson’s stepmom) 
Sherri Johnson (friend of Bethel) 
Kris Hayes (Ann Allison’s sister) 
Marvin (Bryan Mann-Entzel’s father) 
Virginia (Jerry Johnson’s mom) 
Bill (Barb Wandberg’s brother) 
Lennon (Cole and Bryan’s niece) 
Beth (Dan Hauge’s sister) 
Andrea and Sage (Candy Hickenbotham’s family) 
Ethylmae Ross (Gloria Condon’s aunt)  
Ian (Pr B’s friend) 
Eric (Pr B’s and Mary’s family friend) 
Julian (Jan Walker’s friend) 
Kristian (Pr B’s friend) 
Steve (Pr B’s brother) 
Michael (Marilyn Newborg’s brother)  
Donovan (Angel Cannon’s father) 
Rita (Sharon Phillips’ friend) 
Calvin (Angel Cannon’s godfather) 
Wayne (Karen Warwick’s dad) 
Trent and Michelle (Norma’s family) 
Darlene (Jeff Alberts’ mom) 
Susan (Mike Condon’s sister) 
John (Kathy Hundt’s brother-in-law) 
 
Blessings to Mike Greer, former member, at the  
death of his wife Noreen. 

Jan Walker 
Marilyn Newborg 
Alice Evenson 
Stella Warwick 
Christopher Rodi 
Dave and Libby Krogh 
Larissa Hoover 
Leonard Phillips 
David and Sue 
   Dorumsgaard Ayers 

Laurel Jorgensen 
Gloria Condon 
Hundt Family 
Puckett Family 
Darrell Dahl 
Walker Family 
Warwick Family 
Pikkarainen Family 
Gert Carlson 
Joyce Hughes 
 


