South Minneapolis Ecumenical
Thanksgiving Worship Service

November 23, 2022
7:00 PM
hosted by

Bethel Lutheran Church

4120 17th Avenue South, Minneapolis, Minnesota

Welcome to Worship!
Thank you for joining in ecumenical worship gathering: a time of
giving thanks for God’s many gifts to us. We are thankful to the staff
and members of the congregations who have planned and will lead
us in worship this evening. Our congregations are:
Bethel Lutheran Church

4120 - 17th Avenue South in Minneapolis

Minnehaha United Methodist Church
3701 East 50th Street in Minneapolis

St. Peder’s Lutheran Church

4600 East 42nd Street in Minneapolis

Everyone is invited to join us for pie after worship!
Please exit at the front of the sanctuary.
Walk to the end of the hall to our gym.
Come on in for some delicious pie and
drinks.
INDEED, all are welcome, without
exception.

Worship Notes

~ Bold text indicates corporate response.
~ Worship leaders will indicate when to stand; please stand or sit
as you are able.
~ As always, your full participation in worship is welcome!
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We welcome to the Communion Table all people without exception who
desire to receive the blessings of Christ’s body and blood in this meal of
bread and wine. Inform an usher if you are unable to come forward for
communion; we will bring the elements to you. Those who are not
communing may come forward for a blessing. All who come up for a
blessing are welcome to take a bag of goldfish crackers, so that no one
goes away from the Communion Table hungry.
GATHERING
Prelude
Welcome and Announcements
Greeting
Wherever you are on your journey of faith, we believe that God meets you
here. We gather in the name of the Parent, and of the Child, and of the Holy
Spirit. Amen.
Call to Worship

adapted from Flames of the Spirit, ed. Ruth C. Duck

O give thanks to God for all the goodness we are shown! God’s steadfast
love endures forever. We come from the east and the west, the north and
the south, to give God thanks and praise.
We have wandered, from time to time, unable to find a way. We cried out to
God, and God showed up, present in our wanderings, guiding us.
We give thanks for God’s steadfast love, and we give thanks for all those
times God has quenched our thirst, filled our bodies and souls, and
led us home.
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Opening Hymn ELW 824

“This Is My Maker’s World”

Mak - er’s
Mak - er’s
Mak - er’s

Mak - er’s
Mak - er’s
Mak - er’s

God

God pass
One
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God’s
speak--i-ng

Prayer of Illumination
Let us pray. Generous God, your goodness comes to us new every day.
By the work of your Spirit lead us to: acknowledge your goodness,
give thanks for your benefits, and serve you by working for justice and
peace throughout the world. Amen.
WORD

Lesson

Philippians 4:4-9 (Inclusive)

Rejoice in the Savior always! I say it again: Rejoice! Let everyone see
your forbearing spirit. Our Savior is near. Dismiss all anxiety from your
minds; instead, present your needs to God through prayer and petition,
giving thanks for all circumstances. Then God’s own peace, which is
beyond all understanding, will stand guard over your hearts and minds in
Christ Jesus.
Finally, my siblings, your thoughts should be wholly directed to all that is
true, all that deserves respect, all that is honest, pure, decent, admirable,
virtuous, or worthy of praise. Live according to what you have learned and
accepted, what you have heard me say and seen me do. Then will the God
of peace be with you.
Word of God, Word of Life.
Children's Message
Children and the young at heart are invited to the front of the sanctuary.
Gospel

John 6:25-35 (Inclusive)

Gospel according to John, the sixth chapter. Glory to you, O God.
When they found Jesus on the other side of the lake, they said, “Rabbi,
when did you get here?”
Jesus answered them, “The truth of the matter is, you’re not looking for
me because you’ve seen signs, but because you’ve eaten your fill of the
bread. You shouldn’t be working for perishable food, but for life-giving food
that lasts for all eternity; this the Chosen One can give you, for the Chosen
One bears the seal of Abba God.”
At this they said, “What must we do to perform the works of God?”
Jesus replied, “This is the work of God: to believe in the one whom God
has sent.”
So they asked Jesus, “What sign are you going to give to show us that
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we should believe in you? What will you do? Our ancestors had manna to
eat in the desert; as scripture says, ‘God gave them bread from heaven to
eat.’”
Jesus said to them, “The truth of the matter is, Moses hasn’t given you
bread from heaven; yet my Abba gives you the true bread from heaven. For
the bread of God is the one who comes down from heaven and gives life to
the world.”
“Teacher,” they said, “give us this bread from now on.”
Jesus explained to them, “I am the bread of life. No one who comes to me
will ever be hungry; no one who believes in me will be thirsty.”
Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon

Rev. Bryan Odeen, St. Peder’s Lutheran Church

Anthem

“Praise the Lord, Ye Heavens Adore Him”
Combined Thanksgiving Choir

Prayers of the People written by Rev. Dr. Rachael Keefe, Living Table UCC
All good gifts around us are sent from heaven above, so we lift our hearts up
to you, God, in praise and thanksgiving.

As we count our blessings, we acknowledge your goodness, our hearts go
out to those who do not have, and who are in need.
We thank you for plentiful harvests and full refrigerators and ask that you
supply the needs of those who are hungry.
We thank you for jobs that provide for our families and supply the needs of
our society, and pray that you would care for those who have no work, or
the dignity and purpose it brings.
We thank you for opportunities and choices, for meaning and challenges,
and pray that you would give a sense of purpose to those who feel
trapped.
We thank you for family and friends who love and care for us and pray that
you would befriend those who are alone.
The abundance of the harvest is a symbol of the abundance of your love in
our lives. May we live in a spirit of gratitude to you and generosity to our
neighbor.
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Loving God, in this season and all year long, give to us the gift of a thankful
heart, so that we may acknowledge you as the giver of all that is good in our
lives. Amen.

Peace
The peace of Jesus be with you always. And also with you.
Offering
Offerings received will be distributed between Minnehaha’s Food Shelf
and Bethel’s Little Free Pantry.
Offering Prayer
Let us pray. Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills
were gathered together to become one bread, so let your church be
gathered together from the ends of the earth into your kingdom, for
yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now and forever. Amen.
MEAL
The Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to God.
Let us give thanks to our God. It is right to give God thanks and praise.
Holy, Holy, Holy Santo, Santo, Santo
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Words of Institution
For as often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the
mystery of faith. Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father/Mother/God in heaven, hallowed be your name, your
kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today
our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For
the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.
Invitation to Communion
Communion Hymn ELW 884
Sing three times through

“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”

God

God

Cre -
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a - tor, Child

Response After Receiving
You have given yourself to us, O God. Now we give ourselves for others.
Your love has made us a new people. As a people of love we will serve
you with joy.
Your glory has filled our hearts. Help us to glorify you in all things. Amen.
SENDING
Blessing
You are children of God, anointed with the oil of gladness and
strengthened for the journey. Our God, motherly, majestic, and mighty,
blesses you this day and always. Amen.
Sending Hymn ELW 733

“Great Is Thy Faithfulness”

Maker;

Refrain on next page
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Dismissal
Go in Peace with Thanksgiving! Thanks be to God!
Postlude
Ministers:
All Believers
Participating Pastors:
Rev. Brenda Froisland
Rev. Bryan Odeen, Rev. Becky Sechrist
Musicians:
Elena Dant, Combined Choir
Music Coordinator:
Noah Wright
Live Streaming:
Ted Allison and Gene Rodi
All rights reserved. Music reprinted by permission under
OneLicense.net #A-704061 and CCLI #690921 & 20426074.
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Everyone is invited to join us for pie after worship!
Please exit at the front of the sanctuary.
Walk to the end of the hall to our gym.
Come on in for some delicious pie and drinks.
INDEED, all are welcome, without exception.

11

12

