In gratitude, Bethel Lutheran Church amplifies God’s grace,
nourishes all creation, reaches out, and builds community.
e We are a Reconciling in Christ Congregation.

Why a Public Church? To impact and enhance the community
so that everyone feels a sense of love and belonging.
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THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER
APRIL 19, 2026

Bethel Lutheran Church - In-person and Online
YouTube: @bethelmpls



THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER
April 19, 2026, 10:00AM

We welcome to the Lord’s Table all people, without exception, who desire to
receive the blessings of Christ's body and blood in this sacramental meal of
bread and wine. If you are online, please prepare your own table with bread,
wine, and/or a treat for anyone not receiving communion.

Boldface font indicates congregational response.
Worship leaders will indicate when to stand and sit, as you are able.

GATHERING
Gathering Music
Welcome and Announcements
Opening Hymn ELW 535 “Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises”
Refrain— sung twice each time -
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bi - le ka - o - fe - la. Ha - le - lu-ya! Pe-lo tsa
hearts are filled with glad - ness. Hal - le - lu-jah! We sing your
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Fo - na, di tha - bi - le ka - o - fe - la.
prais-es, all our  hearts are filled with glad - ness.
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1 Christ the Lord to us said: I am wine, I am bread,
2 Now he sends us all out, strong in  faith, free of doubt,
Repeat stanza, then sing refrain
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I am wine, | am bread, give to all who thirst and hun - ger.

strong in faith, free of doubt. Tell to all the joy - ful gos - pel.

Text: South African; tr. Freedom Is Coming, 1984

Music: HALELUYA! PELO TSA RONA, South African
Tr. © 1984 Utryck, admin. Walton Music Corp.

Greeting
Wherever you are on your journey of faith, we believe that God meets
us here. We gather in the name of the Creator, and of the Savior, and of the

Holy Spirit. Amen.

Kyrie
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.
This is the Feast
Refrain
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who was slain, whose blood set us free to be peo - ple of God.
Refrain
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strength, and  hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are his.
Refrain
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Prayer of the Day

Let us pray. O God, your Son makes himself known to all his disciples in the
breaking of bread. Open the eyes of our faith, that we may see Jesus in the
other, and be Jesus to another. Empower us to love as you love, heal as you

heal, bring peace as you bring peace. In Jesus' name we pray. Amen.



WORD

Lesson Luke 24:13-24

Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus,
about seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these
things that had happened. While they were talking and discussing, Jesus

himself came near and went with them, but their eyes were kept from
recognizing him. And he said to them, “What are you discussing with each
other while you walk along?” They stood still, looking sad. Then one of them,

whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in
Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in these
days?” He asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of

Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the

people, and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be
condemned to death and crucified him. But we had hoped that he was the

one to redeem lIsrael. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since

these things took place. Moreover, some women of our group astounded us.
They were at the tomb early this morning, and when they did not find his body
there they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels
who said that he was alive. Some of those who were with us went to the tomb
and found it just as the women had said, but they did not see him.”

Word of God. Word of life.

Children’s Message
Children and the young at heart are invited to the front of the sanctuary.



Gospel Acclamation
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words of e - ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - 1a. Al-le-lu - ia

Gospel Luke 24:25-35

The Gospel according to Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter. Glory to you, O
Lord.

Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are and how slow of heart to
believe all that the prophets have declared! Was it not necessary that the
Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?” Then
beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things
about himself in all the scriptures. As they came near the village to which they
were going, he walked ahead as if he were going on. But they urged him
strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is
now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. When he was at the table
with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their
eyes were opened, and they recognized him, and he vanished from their sight.
They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he was
talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?” That
same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem, and they found the eleven
and their companions gathered together. They were saying, “The Lord has risen
indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” Then they told what had happened on
the road and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the
bread.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.



Sermon

Hymn of the Day ELW 802 “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus”
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1 Let us ev -er walk with Je-sus, fol-low his ex - am - ple pure,
2 Let us suf - fer here with Je - sus, and with pa-tience bear our cross.
3 Let us glad-ly die with Je-sus. Sinceby deathhe con-quered death,
4 Let us al - so live with Je-sus. He has ris-en from the dead
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through a world that would de-ceive us and to sin our spir-its lure.
Joy will fol - low all our sad-ness; where he 1is there is no loss.
he will free us from de-struc-tion, give to us im-mor-tal breath.
that to life we may a-wak-en. Je - sus, you are now our head,
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On - ward in his foot-steps tread-ing, trav - ’lers here, our home a - bove,
Though to-day we sow no laugh-ter, we shall reap ce - les - tial joy:
Let wus mor-ti - fy all pas-sion that would lead us in - to sin;
we  are your own liv-ing mem-bers; where you live, there we shall be
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sz and the grave that shuts us in shall but prove the gate of heav-en.
:é in your pres-ence con - stant - ly, liv - ing there with you for - ev - er.
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Faith-ful Lord,with me a - bide; I shall fol - low where you guide.
Je - sus, here 1 share your woe; help me there your joy to know.
Je - sus, here with you 1 die, there to live with you on high. 9
Je - sus, let me faith - ful be; life e - ter - nal grant to me.



A New Creed

We are not alone. We live in God’s world.

We believe in God: who has created and is creating, who has come in
Jesus, the Word made flesh, to reconcile and make new, who works
in us and others by the Spirit. We trust in God.

We are called to be the Church: to celebrate God’s presence,
to live with respect to Creation, to love and serve others, to seek
justice and resist evil, to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen,
our judge and our hope.

In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us. We are not alone.

Thanks be to God.

A New Creed is an affirmation of faith adopted at the 23« General Council, United
Church of Canada in 1968. Used as property of public domain

Prayer Updates

Prayers of the People

In this moment, we open the doors of our lives to the call of our Creator, the
God of all people, who invites us to become more than we can ask or imagine.
A brief silence.
Each petition ends with a response:
Lord, receive our prayer, and in your love, answer.
We lift these and all our prayers to you, O God, confident that you will turn
to us and be gracious to us and all people, without exception. Amen.

Peace
The peace of Jesus is with you always. And also with you.
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Offering

For checks and cash offerings, please place them in the offering plate at the
back of the sanctuary. For members, if you are making a cash donation, place it in
an envelope with your name on it. For online giving through Square scan the QR
code. To pay with PayPal, please visit our website: Bethel-mpls.org.

Online worshipers, please send checks directly to:
Bethel Lutheran 4120 17th Ave S, Mpls, MN 55407
Thank you for your generosity!

Offering Prayer

Let us pray. O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love
embraces all creation. You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth and
bring forth its bounty. Through these gifts of bread and wine, draw us into
the death and life of your Son, who calls us to bear witness to his saving
work. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

MEAL
The Great Thanksgiving
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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Ho-ly, ho - 1y, ho - ly Lord, God of pow’r and might,
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comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est.

Words of Institution

For as often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the
mystery of faith, that Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Lord’s Prayer

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your
will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us
our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are

yours, now and forever. Amen.
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Invitation to Communion

Text: Graham Kendrick, b. 1950
Music: Graham Kendrick

Text and music © 1991 Make Way Music, admin. by Music Services in the Western Hemisphere

Lamb of God
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Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the world; have
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mer-cy  on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin  of the
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world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a - way the
0 .
)" A I | —1 | ) I I
4% I;I‘ ] I I i | ] Al ’J
o Gl Se— — =
sin  of the world; grant us peace.
Communion Hymn ELW 483 “Here Is Bread”
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1 Here is bread, here is wine, Christ is with us, he is with us.
2 Here is grace, here is peace, Christ is with us, he is with us.
3 Here we are, joined in one, Christ is with us, he is with us.
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Break the bread, taste the wine, Christ is with us  here.
Know his grace, find his peace, feast on Je - sus  here.
We’ll pro - claim till he comes Je-sus cru-ci - fied
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Communion Hymn ELW 369 “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia!”
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1 Christ the Lord is rism to - day; Al - le - lu - ia!
2 For the sheep the Lamb has bled, Al - le - lu - ia!
3 Christ, the vic - tim un - de - filed, Al - le - lu - ia!
4 Chris-tians, on this ho - ly day, Al - le - lu - ia!
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Chris-tians,has - ten  on  your way; Al - le - lu - ia!
sin - less in the sin - ner’s stead. Al - le - lu - ia!
God and sin - ners rec - on - ciled, Al - le - Iu - ia!
all  your grate-ful hom -age pay; Al - le - lu - ia!
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of - fer praise with love re - plete, Al - le - lu - ia!
Christ the Lord s ris’m on high; Al - le - lu - ia!
when con-tend - ing  death and life, Al - le - lu - ia!
Christ the Lord s ris’m on high; Al - le - lu - ia!

|

Text: attr. Wipo of Burgundy, d. ¢. 1050; tr. Jane E. Leeson, 1807-1882, alt.

Music: LLANFAIR, Robert Williams, 1781-1821
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at the pas - chal vic - tim’s feet. Al - le - lu - ia!
now he lives, no more to die. Al - le - lu - ia!
met in strange and awe - some strife. Al - le - lu - ia!
now he lives, no more to die. Al - le - lu - ia!

Post Communion Blessing

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthens you in faith, holds
you in God's grace, forgives your sins, and empowers you to love all others.
Amen.
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Post Communion Prayer

Let us pray. God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that

restores our souls, reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey.

Help us become Christ’s body in the world, bearing witness to your love for

all creation. Amen.

SENDING

Benediction

Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed, Alleluia! Go out this day, and always,

praising and thanking God for this incredible news. You are blessed in the
name of our faithful and loving God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Blessed to be

a blessing! Amen.
Sending Hymn GS2

Dismissal

“Sanna, Sannanina”

Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord. Thanks be to God!

Sending Music

Ministers:
Presiding Minister:
Assisting Minister:
Lector:

Cantor:

Music Director:

All Believers

Rev. Sally Ankerfelt
Sharon Rodi

Anna Olsen

Janet Anderson
Bernie Asher

Musicians: Barbara Brooks
Sacristy: Clarice Lovstuen
Ushers: Susan and Jerry Johnson
Live Streaming: Gene Rodi and Ted Allison
Hospitality: Laurie Hauge

Altar Guild:  Barb Saunders and Barb Wandberg

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #22165. Music reprinted by permission under
OnelLicense.net #A-704061 and CCLI #690921 &20426074.
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PRAY FOR BETHEL MEMBERS

Stella Warwick
Christopher Rodi
Bob Wandberg
Meredith LaCount
Anna Olsen
Dave and Libby Krogh
Barb Saunders
Hoover Family
Leonard Phillips
David and Sue
Dorumsgaard Ayers
Joyce Hughes

Karen McBride
Laurel Jorgensen
Gloria Condon
Hundt Family
Puckett Family
Darrell Dahl
Walker Family
Cannon Family
Warwick Family
Pikkarainen Family
Gert Carlson

MORE PEOPLE OF GOD
e People struggling with mental illness and their

loved ones

e Victims of natural and human disasters

e People of Ukraine, Israeli Citizens, Iranian
Citizens, and Palestinians in Gaza

e All of us regarding COVID, RSV, Flu, Mpox

e Black, Brown, Indigenous, and Asian Lives

e People without homes

MEMBERS, RELATIVES

AND FRIENDS IN THE SERVICE

Katrel Bishop (Pr B's nephew)
Adam Froisland (Pr B's nephew)
Evan Harrison (Pr B's great nephew)

BETHEL'S MISSION PARTNERS
“ReconcilingWorks <Casa de Oracion - Pentecostal

“Mpls Area Synod

PRAY FOR OUR RELATIVES
AND FRIENDS

Marvin (Bryan Mann-Entzel's father)
Virginia (Jerry Johnson’s mom)

Bill (Barb Wandberg's brother)

Lennon (Cole and Bryan'’s niece)

Sonia (Gene Rodi’s sister)

Beth (Dan Hauge's sister)

Vince and Carrie (Kelly Chilvers’ friends)
Andrea and Sage (Candy Hickenbotham’s family)
Ethylmae Ross (Gloria Condon’s aunt)
lan (Pr B's friend)

Eric (Pr B's and Mary's family friend)
Julian (Jan Walker's friend)

Kevin Johnson and family (Les’ brother)
Kristian (Pr B's friend)

Steve (Pr B's brother)

Michael (Marilyn Newborg's brother)
Donovan (Angel Cannon's father)

Rita (Sharon Phillips’ friend)

Calvin (Angel Cannon's godfather)
Wayne (Karen Warwick’s dad)

Trent and Michelle (Norma'’s family)
Darlene (Jeff Alberts’ mom)

Susan (Mike Condon's sister)

John (Kathy Hundt's brother-in-law)

<*Nokomis Healthy Seniors % CANMN

<lglesia Evangelica Luz Alas Naciones <Iglesia Evangelica La Voz de Dios

<*Bancroft Neighborhood Association
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