
  

 
Palm and Confirmation Sunday April 2, 2023 

Bethel Lutheran Church, in-person and online 

In gratitude, Bethel Lutheran Church amplifies God’s grace, 
nourishes all creation, reaches out, and builds community. 

 We are a Reconciling in Christ Congregation. 

 Why a Public Church? To impact and enhance the community so 
that everyone feels a sense of love and belonging. 



Palm and Confirmation Sunday 
April 2, 2023 10:00 AM 
 

 We welcome to the Lord’s Table all people, without exception, who desire to 
receive the blessings of Christ’s body and blood in this sacramental meal of bread 
and wine. If you are online, please prepare your own table with bread, wine, and/or 
a treat for anyone not receiving communion. 
 
Boldface font indicates congregational response. 
Worship leaders will indicate when to stand and sit, as you are able. 
 

GATHERING 
 

Gathering Music 

 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Call to Worship 
 
 We come to prepare for the holiest of weeks. 
 We will journey through praise, with joy on our lips; 
 we will travel through betrayal and death, 
 cradling hope deep in our hearts 
 Jesus leads us through this week, and we will follow. 
 
 Jesus, you are the life we long for, you are the love that sustains us. 
 We wave palm branches and flower petals in anticipation, 
 we lay our love before you, to cushion your walk 
 
 Setting aside all power, glory, and might, Jesus comes: 
 modeling humility and unconditional love for all of us. 
 
 Hosanna and Hosanna! 
 Blessed is the One who brings us the kingdom of God. (3x) 
 
 

Opening Hymn ACS 928  “Pave the Way with Branches” 
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Greeting 
 

Wherever you are on your journey of faith, we believe that God meets you here. 
We gather in the name of the Creator, and of the Savior, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
   

Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit 
you give us new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. Stir up 
in your people the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and 
the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

WORD 

 

Lesson              Mark 11:1-10 NRSV  
 

When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the 
Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples and said to them, “Go into the village 
ahead of you, and immediately as you enter it you will find tied there a colt that has 
never been ridden; untie it and bring it. If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing 
this?’ just say this: ‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here immediately. ”They 
went away and found a colt tied near a door, outside in the street. As they were 
untying it, some of the bystanders said to them, “What are you doing, untying the 
colt?” They told them what Jesus had said, and they allowed them to take it. Then 
they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it, and Jesus sat on the 
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colt. Many people spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy 
branches that they had cut in the fields. Then those who went ahead and those 
who followed were shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the 
name of the Lord. Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! 
Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
Word of God. Word of Life. 
 

Children’s Message 
 

Children and the young at heart are invited to the front of the sanctuary. 
 

Gospel Acclamation           “From the Fullness of God” 

 
Gospel   Luke 19:37-40 Inclusive  
The gospel according to Luke, the 19th chapter. Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

As they reached the decent from the Mount of Olives, the entire crowd of 
disciples joined them and began to rejoice and praise God for the display of power 
they had seen, saying, “Blessed is the One who comes in the name of our God! 
Peace in heaven, and glory to the highest!” Some of the Pharisees in the crowd 
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said to Jesus, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples!” Jesus replied, “I tell you, if they 
were to keep silent, the very stones would cry out!” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon 

 

Hymn of the Day LS 49  “Filled with Excitement” 
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Rite of Confirmation Service - see insert 
 
Prayer Updates 
 

Prayers of the People 
 

Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in 
prayer.  A brief silence. 

 

Each petition ends with a response: 
 Lord, receive our prayer, and in your love, answer.  
 

Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in your 
steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our holy wisdom. Amen. 
 

Peace 

 

The peace of Jesus is with you always. And also with you. 
 

Offering Prayer 
 

Let us pray. God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your 
faithfulness is sure. Word and water, wine and bread: these are signs of your 
abundant grace. Receive the gifts we bring, and nourish us to proclaim your 
abiding love in our communities and in the world, through Jesus Christ, our 
strength and our song. Amen. 

6 
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MEAL 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 

 

 The Lord be with you.      And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts.      We lift them to God. 
 Let us give thanks to our God.      It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy 

 

Words of Institution 

 

For as often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the mystery of 
faith, that Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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Invitation to Communion 
 

Congregational Hymn 496 “One Bread, One Body” 

 
Anthem "Ain't No Rock Gonna' Shout for Me" Lloyd Larson  

   Our service continues on Thursday at 6pm 
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Post Communion Blessing 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthens you in faith, holds you                                  
in God’s grace, forgives your sins, and empowers you to love all others. Amen. 

 
 

Post Communion Prayer 

 

Let us pray. God of love and mercy, we thank you that you have strengthened 
our hearts through this feast of life and salvation. Shine the light of Christ on 
our path, that we may do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with you, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 

SENDING 

 
 

Invitation into Holy Week 

 

Bell Choir Anthem "Jesus Keep Me Near the Cross," Arr. Jason W. Krug  
 
 

   Our worship continues on Thursday at 6:00 PM 
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Maundy Thursday 
April 6, 2023                 6:00 PM 
 
 
 
 
 

An Introduction to the Service 

Maundy Thursday is a good day to join together around the family table to 
share in food and worship.  We gather around the table remembering that so 
many years ago Jesus did the same with the disciples, the day before he died.  
Here we will enjoy the fellowship of community, the taste of a home-cooked 
meal, prayers and praise, music and song.   

We remember that Jesus met with the disciples around the table during the 
time of Passover, the Jewish feast of thanksgiving for their deliverance from 
slavery.  On this night, Jesus washed feet, declared the bread and wine his 
body and blood, gave them in communion, and then went out to give all that he 
had to ensure our right relationship with our Creator.   

Tonight, we are Jesus’ followers and friends at the Maundy Thursday 
supper table—and Jesus is surely in our midst.  

Prelude 

Let us celebrate this holy night. 
 (Silence for reflection) 
 
We praise and bless you, O God, Creator of the universe, you have blessed us 
and sustained us, you have brought us to this day. Amen. 
 
Jesus Washes the Disciples’ Feet                 John 13:1-17, 31b-35 
 Washing of our hands for the meal. 

 
Short Explanation and Table Prayer 
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Gathering of the Meal and Enjoying the Meal Together 

 Why do we do good works of service in our lives? 

 What kind of things are you involved in that give to others in loving service 
and in response to God’s love? 

 Who most needs this love shared with them and how should the world       
respond? 

 When do you find it most difficult to share God’s love? Why? 

 How do we move beyond what is difficult and do it anyway? 
 
Congregational Hymn          “Will You Let Me Be Your Servant” 
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Why is this night different from all the others? 
 
This is the night of the Last Supper.  We call it “Maundy,” which is an Anglo-French 
word derived from the Latin “mandatum,” which means “commandment.” It refers 
to when Jesus said to the disciples: “A new commandment I give you, that you 
love one another; even as I have loved you, that you also love one  another.” It is 
also the night Jesus first called bread and wine his body and blood and 
commanded us to share Holy Communion. 
 
And Jesus gave power to the apostles to act as messengers of this great 
gift.  Jesus told us to do this to remember his love and to help remember 
that Jesus is always with us. 
 
It is also the night Jesus began the Passion, the crux of our faith, where Jesus 
passed over from the death on Good Friday to the new life of Easter.  We share in 
the risen life right now. 
 
We have been delivered from the fear of sin and death.  We are a free  
people.  Freed to serve one another just as Jesus serves each and every one 
of us. 
 
 
Anthem                                                   “In Remembrance of Me” by Chris Keaggy 
 
 

Why do we eat from one bread this night? 
 
This is the night Jesus took the bread and said, “This is my body which is given for 
you.” 
 
St. Paul said, “So we eat bread as a sign of the unity, a sign that we belong 
to each other and to God.  We must share our lives, even as we share this 
bread.” 
 
We eat this bread in gladness and drink our wine with joy because it reminds us 
how much God loves us! 
 
We eat this bread in gladness and drink our wine with joy because it  
reminds us how much God loves us! 
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Why do we all drink tonight from the fruit of the vine? 
 
This is the night Jesus said, “I will not drink the fruit of the vine with you again until 
I drink it new in the kingdom of the Creator.”  When does this kingdom come? 
 
It comes whenever we act in love and goodness.  It comes whenever we 
work for justice.  It comes whenever we serve the other.  The kingdom comes 
when we live in peace with all people, mindful that we have one God, Creator 
of us all. 
 
This bread and wine are holy because food is a sign of God’s goodness. God gives 
us life.  
 
And through the love of Jesus, we are all adopted children of God.  Named 
and claimed by our loving God. 
 
We eat this bread in gladness and drink our wine with joy because it reminds us 
how much God loves us! 
 
We eat this bread in gladness and drink our wine with joy because it  
reminds us how much God loves us! 

 
Jesus Offers Bread and Wine                              Matthew 26:26-28 
 
We do this to remember that Jesus did all in love, for you, and for all people.  So, as 
often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the mystery of faith, that 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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Sharing Holy Communion at Our Tables 
 
Clearing the Tables as Community 
 
Jesus Prays in the Garden                      Matthew 26:36-56 
 Follow the direction of Pastor for when to sing: 

Psalm 22 and The Stripping of the Altar 
This act symbolizes the desolation, abandonment and darkness of the passion 
and death of our Lord.  As the Altar is stripped, listen to the anguish of one’s 
heart.  Christ is stripped of the power and glory, awaiting the captors as Jesus 
prays. 
 

Depart in Peace 
On this night many years ago, Jesus prayed in earnest for some other answer 
than the one that lay before him.  Yet not Jesus’ will, but God’s be done.  
Tonight, you are invited to stay as long as you like, in earnest prayer for our gift 
of life given to us by the suffering and death of our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ. 

 

   Our worship continues on Friday at 6:30 PM 
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GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE 
April 7, 2023        6:30 PM 

Bethel Lutheran Church 
 

Prelude 
 
Greeting and Prayer of the Day  (standing) 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Let us pray. Almighty God, look with loving mercy on your family, for whom our Lord 
Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed, to be given over to the hands of 
sinners, and to suffer death on the cross; who now lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Taize 30               “Wait for the Lord” 

 
Lesson    “The Suffering of the Servant of the Lord” 

                                           adapted from Isaiah 52:13 - 53:9 
 

Pastor You will prosper, O Jesus, you will be raised up and highly exalted. 
Pulpit side Even as the crowds were appalled after seeing you, Jesus—you 

were so disfigured as to no longer look human—so will the 
crowds be shocked at you, and rulers will stand speechless 
before you; 
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Lectern side  for they will see something never told and witnessed, 

something never heard. 
 

Pastor  Who would have believed what we have just heard? When was the 
arm of the Lord revealed in you, Jesus? 

Pulpit side You grew up like a sapling before us, like a root in parched  
                       soil! 
Lectern side You had no stately form or majesty to make us look at you, 

there was no beauty to attract us. 
 
Pastor You were rejected and despised by all; you know suffering 

intimately, and you are acquainted with sickness. 
Pulpit side When we saw you, we turned our faces away;  
Lectern side  we despised you and did not value you. 
 
Pastor Yet, loving Jesus, you bore our illnesses and carried our suffering. 
Pulpit side We thought you were being punished, struck down by God, and 

brought low— 
Lectern side but it was out of love that you were pierced, for our lives that 

you were crushed; 
 

Pastor upon you lies a judgment that brings us wholeness, and through 
your grace we are healed. 

All  All of us, like sheep, have gone astray; each of us goes our own 
way. But the Lord has laid upon Jesus the guilt of us all. 

 
Pastor Though treated harshly, you bore it humbly and never opened your 

mouth. 
Pulpit side Like a lamb being led to slaughter, or a sheep before shearers, 

you were silent and never opened your mouth. 
Lectern side Seized by force and condemned, you were taken away; who 

would ever have foreseen your destiny? 
 

Pastor Jesus, you were taken from the land of the living through the sin and 
misguided power of my people, who deserved the punishment. 

All You were buried with evildoers and entombed with the rich, 
though you had done no wrong, and deceit was not found in 
your mouth. 

 
Hymn #349   “Go to Dark Gethsemane” 
   Vs 1-3 
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THE SERVICE OF TENEBRAE 

 
The observance of our Lord’s death by reciting Scriptural texts and singing 
anthems within a gradually-darkening sanctuary is a Holy Week devotion which 
began in medieval times. 
 
The service is divided into three “Nocturns,” each of which begins with song, 
continues with the reading of three lessons from the history of our Lord’s Passion, 
and concludes with a whispered Lord’s Prayer and the tolling of the bell. 
 
Fourteen of the fifteen candles at the front of the church are extinguished during 
the course of the service. Only the center candle, the “Christ Candle,” remains lit, 
although it is hidden for a time to symbolize the time our Lord spent in the tomb. At 
the sound of a loud, harsh noise, called a “strepitus,” it is replaced in its central 
position. Thus the faithful, who are remembering Christ’s death in sorrow, are also 
dramatically reminded that Christ has overcome sin through resurrection.  
 

At the conclusion of the service the church will be completely dark. Following the 
final song, worshippers are asked to leave the church building silently, speaking to 
no one. The solemn mood is appropriately maintained through Holy Saturday until 
we celebrate the feast of the Resurrection of Our Lord on Easter Sunday morning. 
 

First Nocturn 
 

Anthem                                      “When Jesus Wept”  
              by William Billings, arr by Philip Kern;  
                                 The first candle is extinguished. 

 
First Reading           Jesus Before the High Priest                         Mark 14:53-65 
                                 The second candle is extinguished. 

 
Second Reading       Simon Peter Denies Jesus                   Mark 14:66-72 
  The third candle is extinguished. 

 
Third Reading           Jesus Is Handed Over to Pilate                      Mark 15:1-5   
  The fourth candle is extinguished. 

 
Lord’s Prayer                              whispered by all  

The fifth candle is extinguished. 
 

Tolling of the Bell 
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Second Nocturn 
 
Hymn # 349                 “Ah, Holy Jesus” 
      Vs 1, 4, & 5 
  The sixth candle is extinguished.  
 
Fourth Reading      Barabbas and a Call to Crucify                           Mark 15:6-15 
                                The seventh candle is extinguished. 

 
Fifth Reading          Jesus and the Soldiers                                      Mark 15:16-20 
                                   The eighth candle is extinguished. 

 

Sixth Reading         Jesus Is Mocked                                                 Mark 15:25-32 
            The ninth candle is extinguished. 

 

Lord’s Prayer                                            whispered by all 
             The tenth candle is extinguished. 

 

Tolling of the Bell 
 

Third Nocturn 
 

Taize 11                         “Jesus Remember Me” 
    

                 The eleventh candle is extinguished. 
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Seventh Reading       Cloak, Mary, and Thirst                               John 19:23-28 
  The twelfth candle is extinguished. 

 
Eighth Reading        Jesus Dies and Is Speared in the Side         John 19:29-37 
  The thirteenth candle is extinguished. 

 
Ninth Reading          Jesus Is Buried                                                John 19:38-42 
            The fourteenth candle is extinguished. 

 
Lord’s Prayer                                              
          whispered by 
all 

 
Tolling of the Bell 
 
Bell Anthem       “Oh Sacred Head Now Wounded” 
 
Litany              Please repeat after Pastor  

 
~ a period of silence follows ~ 

       
Anthem                   “Were You There?”  
      arr. C.R. Thoburn 
 

 
Please leave in silence, speaking to no one. 

 
 

Our worship continues on Easter morning.  
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PRAY FOR BETHEL MEMBERS 

BETHEL’S MISSION PARTNERS 
Bancroft Neighborhood Association Bread of Life Deaf Lutheran Church (BOLD) 

 Casa de Oracion - MN Casa de Oracion - Pentecostal 
 Every Meal  Mpls Area Synod Nokomis Healthy Seniors 

ReconcilingWorks 

MEMBERS, RELATIVES 
and FRIENDS IN THE SERVICE 

Robert Hundt 
Katrel Bishop (Pr Brenda’s nephew) 
Adam Froisland (Pr Brenda’s nephew) 
Dwana Froisland (Pr Brenda’s niece) 
Sean Young (Pr Brenda’s godson) 
Evan Harrison (Pr Brenda’s great nephew) 

MORE PEOPLE OF GOD 
 Victims of natural and human disasters 
 People of Ukraine 
 All of us regarding COVID-19, RSV, Flu, 

Mpox 
 Black and Brown Lives  
 Indigenous Lives 
 Asian Lives 
 Refugees, Migrants and Asylum 

Seekers 
 Palestinians in Gaza 
 People dying due to gun violence 

Nick Krogh 
Sarah Psick 
Tom Keating 
Jim Haraldson 
Ray Pikkarainen, 
   Sr.  
Sharon Warwick 
Mike and Grace 
  Simons 
Marge Hauge 
Pikkarainen Family 
Warwick Family 
Darrell Dahl 
Lynn Vaughn 

Arradondo 

Crystal Vaughn 
Jan Walker 
Karen McBride 
   and Jon 
Sharon Phillips 
Gert Carlson 
Laurel Jorgensen 
Sue Dorumsgaard  
    Ayers 
Kevin Hoover 
Gloria Condon 
Hundt Family 
Teondre Martinez 
Jeff Fossum 
Puckett Family 
Andy Martinson 
Doris Christianson 
 

Pr. Glenn Wheeler 
Pr. Jeanne Hartfield 
Calvin (Angel Cannon’s godfather) 
Lydia (Elena Dant’s friend) 
Sandie (Anna Wohnoutka’s aunt) 
Kristian Clauser (Pastor Brenda’s friend) 
Raven Day (Wia’s sister) 
Margret (Wia’s mother-in-law) 
Steve and Arlene (Pr Brenda’s brother and 
    sister) 
Della, Drew and Junior (Roberta Horning’s 
    family) 
Laura Chovan (Lisa’s sister) 
Wayne (Karen Warwick’s dad) 
Ian Cook (Pr B’s friend) 
Rev. Ron Schuette (Dave’s father) 
Trent and Michelle Halvorson (Norma’s 
family) 
Bob (Sue Dorumsgaard Ayers’ uncle) 
Ray (AnnE Keating’s brother) 
Darlene (Jeff Alberts’ mom) 
Susan (Mike Condon’s sister) 

PRAY FOR OUR RELATIVES AND FRIENDS 


