
  

First Sunday of Advent, November 27, 2022 
Bethel Lutheran Church, in-person and online 



 
Artist’s Statement by Rev. Lauren Wright Pittman 
Inspired by Matthew 1:1-17 | Digital painting 
 
 While creating this image, I spent a lot of time with the women 
mentioned in Jesus’ genealogy because I had a resounding echo of shame 
in my body that I had received from engaging with these narratives in my 
childhood. Their stories held a heaviness of judgment. In my experience, it 
seemed the primary function of recounting their lives was to show how 

broken and sinful they were, and how, despite their brokenness, God was merciful enough to use 
them. The shame I felt was also personal; along the way, I had internalized the message that as a 
woman, this was my potential for being a part of God’s story too. I had been handed some harmful, 
one-dimensional labels that immediately surfaced when I read their names, such as “harlot,” 
“prostitute,” “seductress,” and “adulterer,” just to name a few. Their importance was not found in the 
context and particularity of their narratives; instead, they were viewed as rough, oddly-shaped 
pieces to the puzzle of Jesus’ lineage. I had to do some work to unbind myself from the limitations 
my church had placed on these stories, and I tried to visit these women with a fresh mind and an 
open heart. What I realized was that these women—despite the loathsome, corrupt systems they 
were in—found a way to claim their voice and found enough power to survive. 
 I was inspired by the composition and movement of the From Generation to Generation… logo. 
In this image, I chose to represent Christ using a rose at the center of the composition. The women 
mentioned in the genealogy are imaged as foundational leaves building and upholding Christ. All of 
the women are looking at the viewer and holding objects to represent the fact that they took their life 
and survival into their own hands. They were catalysts who propelled the lineage forward. In the 
bottom left, Tamar holds her father-in-law’s insignia, which represents how she assumes his role as 
the leader of the tribe of Judah and continues its lineage¹. Moving counterclockwise, Rahab holds 
the red cord which she lowered to ensure the safety of her family after supplying Israelite spies 
enough information to achieve victory in Jericho. Next, Ruth holds the wheat that she gleaned from 
the field. She knows that she must marry again in order to be protected, and so she takes initiative 
with Boaz. 
 Bathsheba’s name isn’t even mentioned in Christ’s genealogy; she is referred to as the “wife of 
Uriah.” She withstands abuse from King David, survives the murder of her husband, and ensures 
that her son Solomon takes the throne. She takes matters into her own hands, becoming, as scholar 
Dr. Wil Gafney writes, “the queen mother of the united monarchy of Israel².” Finally, there is Mary 
who looks adoringly at the rose which represents her son. Here she holds the love and pride of a 
beautiful lineage that leads to the birth of her son, the Messiah.  
 These women only wanted to ensure safety for themselves and for their children; in the process 
they ensured the continuation of the lineage of Christ. Without their brilliance, passion, ingenuity, 
resourcefulness, creativity, and sacrifice, the lineage would have ended. 

—Lauren Wright Pittman 
 
1 Attridge, Harold W. From the footnote for Genesis 38:15-19. The HarperCollins Study Bible: New Revised Standard 
Version. (San Francisco, CA: Zondervan, 2006). 62-3. 
²Gafney, Wilda C. Womanist Midrash: A Reintroduction to the Women of the Torah and the Throne. (Louisville, KY: 
Westminster John Knox Press, 2017). 220. 
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November 27, 2022 10:00 AM 
 

 We welcome to the Lord’s Table all people, without exception, who desire 
to receive the blessings of Christ’s body and blood in this sacramental 
meal of bread and wine. If you are online, please prepare your own table 
with bread, wine, and/or a treat for anyone not receiving communion. 

 
Boldface font indicates congregational response. 
Worship leaders will indicate when to stand and sit, as you are able. 
 

GATHERING 
 

Gathering Music 
 

Announcements and Welcome 
 

Greeting 
 

Wherever you are on your journey of faith, we believe that God meets you 
here. We gather in the name of the Parent, and of the Child, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

During the Advent season this year, Bethel is using resources from Sanctified Art. These 
resources include art, poetry, prayers, devotion booklets, and a beautiful advent calendar. 
 

The artwork and poetry are printed in the devotion booklet, so we 
strongly encourage you to pick up a copy of that resource for your 
home. 
 
It is our prayer that you will be blessed as you spend time in prayer 
and reflection, preparing your heart for the Christ child who comes to 
us again and again and again in our lives. 
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Opening Hymn “Through the Ages” from Sanctified Art 

 

Lighting the Candle of Hope 
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Gloria, Gloria, Gloria 

 

Prayer of the Day  from Sanctified Art 
 

Let us pray: God of the ages, in scripture we hear stories of people like us—
ordinary people, people who longed to know you, people who longed to 
follow you, people who made mistakes, people who tried to grow—old, 
young, native, immigrant, new to the faith, lifelong believer. Help us to hear 
and remember all the ways that you walk with us. Amen. 
 

WORD 
 

Poem “Room” from Sanctified Art 
 

Children’s Message 

Children and the young at heart are invited to the front of the sanctuary. 
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Gospel Acclamation 
 

Gospel Matthew 1:1-17 (Inclusive) 
 

Gospel according to Matthew, the first chapter. Glory to you, O God. 
 

This is the family record of Jesus the Christ, descendant of David, descendant 
of Abraham: Abraham begot Isaac, Isaac begot Jacob, Jacob begot Judah and 
siblings, Tamar and Judah begot Perez and Zerah, Perez begot Hezron, Hezron 
begot Ram, Ram begot Amminadab, Amminadab begot Nahshon, Nahshon begot 
Salmon, Rahab and Salmon begot Boaz, Ruth and Boaz begot Obed, Obed begot 
Jesse, and Jesse begot David, the ruler. 

Bathsheba—who had been the wife of Uriah—and David begot Solomon, 
Solomon begot Rehoboam, Rehoboam begot Abijah, Abijah begot Asa, Asa begot 
Jehoshaphat, Jehoshaphat begot Jehoram, Jehoram begot Uzziah, Uzziah begot 
Jotham, Jotham begot Ahaz, Ahaz begot Hezekiah, Hezekiah begot Manasseh, 
Manasseh begot Amon, Amon begot Josiah, Josiah begot Jeconiah and siblings at 
the time of the Babylonian captivity. 

After Babylonian captivity, Jeconiah begot Shealtiel, Shealtiel begot 
Zerubbabel, Zerubbabel begot Abihud, Abihud begot Eliakim, Eliakim begot Azor, 
Azor begot Zadok, Zadok begot Akim, Akim begot Elihud, Elihud begot Eleazar, 
Eleazar begot Matthan, Matthan begot Jacob, Jacob begot Joseph, the husband of 
Mary. And from her Jesus was born. 

Thus there were fourteen generations from Abraham to David, fourteen from 
David to Babylonian captivity, and fourteen generations from the Babylonian 
captivity to the Messiah. 
 

Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon 
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Hymn of the Day ELW 419“For All the Faithful Women” verses 1, 2, 5, 6, last 

V. 5 Ruth 
For Ruth, who left her homeland and 
ventured forth in faith, who pledged to 
serve and worship Naomi’s God till death, 
we praise you, God of Israel, and pray for 
hearts set free to bind ourselves to others 
in love and loyalty. 

V. 6 Mary, Mother of Our Lord 
We honor faithful Mary, fair maiden, full 
of grace.  She bore the Christ, our 
brother, who saved our human race. May 
we, with her, surrender ourselves to your 
command and lay upon your altar our 
gifts of heart and hand. 

last Cre  --  a  --  tor! One! 
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Affirmation of Faith  from Sanctified Art 
 

We believe in a God 
 who promised to Abraham, 
 who wrestled with Jacob, 
 who walked with Ruth, 
 who spoke with Moses, 
 who grieved with Bathsheba, 
 who danced with David, 
 who dreamed with Joseph, 
 and who hoped like Mary. 
We believe in a God who has been 
 loving, inviting, transforming, and challenging us 
 from generation to generation. 
And we believe that same God 
 is here with us now, 
 saying, “Come on in; there’s room for you here.” 

 

Prayer Updates 
 

Prayers of the People 
 

God of Abraham and Isaac, God of Tamar and Ruth, God of Mary and Joseph, 
...Teach us to do the same for our neighbor so this world will know love. In your 
holy name we pray. Amen. 
 

Peace 
 

 The peace of Jesus be with you always. And also with you. 
 

Offering Prayer 
 

Let us pray: Eternal God, you make the desert bloom and send springs of 
water to thirsty ground. Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and 
money, and make us messengers of your mercy and love for all in need of 
your healing and justice. We ask this through Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 

MEAL 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 

 The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts. We lift them to God. 
 Let us give thanks to our God. It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
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Holy, Holy, Holy 
 

the one who 

the one who 
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Words of Institution 
 

For as often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the mystery 
of faith. Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Invitation to Communion 
 

Communion Hymn ELW 467  “We Place upon Your Table, Lord” 
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Communion Hymn ELW 469  “By Your Hand You Feed Your People” 

Post Communion Blessing 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthens you in faith, holds 
you in God’s grace, forgives your sins, and empowers you to love all others. Amen. 
 

Post Communion Prayer 
 

Let us pray: Faithful God, in this meal we have remembered your mercy, 
bringing heaven to earth in the body and blood of Christ. As we wait for the 
day when all your promises will be fulfilled, sustain us and strengthen us by 
this holy mystery. Amen. 
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SENDING 
 

Benediction 
 

As you leave this place… 
In the name of our Triune God, Amen. 

 

Sending Hymn ELW 241 “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You” 

Ministers: All Believers 
Presiding Minister: Pr Brenda Froisland 
Assisting Minister: Ann Allison 
Lector: Dan Hauge 
Cantor: Kristin Cleary 
Musician: Elena Dant 
Music Coordinator: Noah Wright 
Live Streaming: Ted Allison & Gene Rodi 
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In gratitude, Bethel Lutheran Church amplifies God’s grace, 
nourishes all creation, reaches out, and builds community. 

 We are a Reconciling in Christ Congregation. 

 Bethel Children, Youth & Family Ministry bridges generations to 
model, equip, and encourage a foundation of trust in God’s story. 

 Why a Public Church? To impact and enhance the community so 
that everyone feels a sense of love and belonging. 

Credits, Acknowledgments, and Copyright: 
Candle Lighting, Poem, Prayer of the Day, Creed, Prayers of the People, Benediction: Rev. Sarah Speed |A Sanctified Art 
LLC | sanctifiedart.org 
Hymn of the Day:  
Sundays and Seasons.com: All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 
#22165. Bread of Life and music reprinted by permission under OneLicense.net #A-704061 and  CCLI #690921 &20426074. 

Ministers: All Believers 
Presiding Minister: Pr Brenda Froisland 
Assisting Minister: Anna Olsen 
Lector: Don Olson 
Cantor: Janet Anderson 
Musician: Elena Dant 
Music Coordinator: Noah Wright 
Live Streaming: Ted Allison and Gene Rodi 

Dismissal 
 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord from generation to generation. 
Thanks be to God! 

 

Sending Music 



14 

BETHEL’S MISSION PARTNERS 
Bancroft Neighborhood Association Bread of Life Deaf Lutheran Church (BOLD) 

 Casa de Oracion - MN Casa de Oracion - Pentecostal   
 Every Meal  Mpls Area Synod Nokomis Healthy Seniors 

ReconcilingWorks 

Carolyn (friend of Anna and Sharon) 
Raven Day (Wia’s sister) 
Steve & Arlene (Pr Brenda’s brother & sister) 
Della, Drew & Junior (Roberta Horning’s 
    family) 
Laura Chovan (Lisa’s sister) 
Wayne (Karen Warwick’s dad) 
Ian Cook (Pr B’s friend) 
Rev. Ron Schuette (Dave’s father) 
Trent & Michelle Halvorson (Norma’s family) 
Bill Shy (Assistant Custodian) 
Bob (Sue Dorumsgaard Ayers’ uncle) 
Ray (AnnE Keating’s brother) 
Darlene (Jeff Alberts’ mom) 
Susan (Mike Condon’s sister) 
Rhonda (Sheila Nelson’s friend) 
Gabe Ness (Julie Hundt’s husband) 
John Hundt (Kathy Hundt’s brother-in-law) 
Andrea (Mona Falk’s daughter) 

MEMBERS, RELATIVES 
& FRIENDS IN THE SERVICE 

Robert Hundt 
Katrel Bishop (Pr Brenda’s nephew) 
Adam Froisland (Pr Brenda’s nephew) 
Dwana Froisland (Pr Brenda’s niece) 
Sean Young (Pr Brenda’s godson) 
Evan Harrison (Pr Brenda’s great nephew) 

MORE PEOPLE OF GOD 
 Victims of natural and human disasters 
 Free & Fair Elections 
 People of Ukraine 
 All of us regarding COVID-19, RSV, Flu 
 Black and Brown Lives  
 Indigenous Lives 
 Asian Lives 
 Refugees, Migrants & Asylum Seekers 
 Palestinians in Gaza 
 People dying due to gun violence 

Candy 
   Hickenbotham 
Jerome & Norma  
   Lanning 
Sharon Warwick 
Marilyn Romsaas 
Mike & Grace 
  Simons 
Tom Keating 
Marge Hauge 
Warwick Family 
Pikkarainen Family 
Darrell Dahl 
Lynn Vaughn 
Crystal Vaughn 
Jan Walker 
Sheila Nelson 

Karen McBride 
   and Jon 
Sharon Phillips 
Gert Carlson 
Laurel Jorgensen 
Sue Dorumsgaard

-Ayers 
Kevin Hoover 
Gloria Condon 
Hundt Family 
Bresina Family 
Teondre Martinez 
Jeff Fossum 
Puckett Family 
Andy Martinson 
Doris Christianson 

PRAY FOR BETHEL MEMBERS PRAY FOR OUR RELATIVES & FRIENDS 
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Mark your 
calendars and 

invite your 
friends to our 

next concert on 
December 10. 

 
Brother Timothy 

will share from his 
songs and singing.  
Brother Timothy is 
primarily interested 

in harmony and 
opening the 

human heart. 
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REGULAR BETHEL OFFICE HOURS: 8 AM - 1 PM, MONDAY - THURSDAY 
MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 
 
ADVENT SEASON AT BETHEL 
Saturday, December 3 
 starting at 11:00 am--COOKIE WALK  
 with Bread of Life Deaf Lutheran 
Church! Plan to get your holiday cookies! 
 

Sunday, December 4 
 worship at 10:00 am 
 fellowship at 11:00 am 
 Faith Formation Discernment  
  Group at 11:30 am 
 

INTERGENERATIONAL FAITH FUN 
Monday, December 5, 6:15 pm-online 
Godly Play class for families and children 
at heart. Contact Pastor Brenda for login, 
pastor@bethel-mpls.org. 
 

BETHEL SECOND SUNDAY CONCERT 
Saturday, December 10, 6 pm in Nazareth 
Hall--Music offered by Brother Timothy 
 

BLUE CHRISTMAS WORSHIP 
Sunday, December 11, 11:30 am at BOLD Lutheran Church, 2901 38th Ave. S., 
Minneapolis, MN 55406--a time for comforting all who are grieving and struggling 
to find joy and hope during this season. 
 
WEEKLY EVENTS AT BETHEL 
BIBLE STUDY WITH PASTOR BRENDA 
Wednesdays at 12 pm -- Hybrid Bible Study 
 in-person in the Fireside Room 
 online https//us02web.zoom.us/j/81542792093 
 

BELL CHOIR REHEARSAL 
Wednesdays, 5:30 -7 pm in the Fireside Room; contact Noah Wright: 
MusicCoordinator@bethel-mpls.org for information. 
 

CHOIR REHEARSAL 
Wednesdays, 7:30-8:30 pm in the Sanctuary; contact Noah Wright: 
MusicCoordinator@bethel-mpls.org for information. 

Do you have any family who 
serve in the military? Please 
send their names to the 
office and we will include 
them on Bethel’s prayer list. 
Bethel@bethel-mpls.org 

Christmas Garden of 
Memories: donations due no later 

than Sunday, December 18. 

 Make a donation for poinsettias 

that will decorate the sanctuary at 

Christmas. Donations made in 

memory f or in honor of loved ones 

will be indicated in the “Garden of 

Memories” insert in the Christmas 

Eve Bulletin. Use your Garden of 

Memories envelope or your own 

envelope to make a donation. 

Please be sure to indicate the loved 

one(s) you are remembering. 

https/us02web.zoom.us/j/81542792093

