In gratitude, Bethel Lutheran Church amplifies God’s
grace, nourishes all creation, reaches out, and builds
community.

•We are a Reconciling in Christ Congregation.
•Bethel Children, Youth and Family Ministry bridges generations
to model, equip, and encourage a foundation of trust in God’s story.
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Hello Bethel!
I spent last week at a conference sponsored by the Synod. It was called “The World Is about to
Turn” and was run by the Midwest Academy. It was a weeklong training in how to “organize
for social change.” It was an arduous week, sessions beginning at 8 AM and ending at 8 PM. I
was barely able to watch the Democratic debates! I and my fellow participants were exhausted.
The week was focused on “organizing,” and the title on the training manual says,
specifically, for activists. There were some pastors there but mostly people like me who carry titles such as
Engagement Coordinator, Church Organizer, Coordinator of Church Life, etc. These are people who look both
to carry out the mission of the church as it is engaged with the needs of the greater community and to nurture
inter-generational fellowship within the church.
After a couple days of the training, most of the pastors and people like me were wondering how this
training might apply in our work. Of course, when issues arise in our cities and nation we should be trained to
mobilize people if THEY (meaning you) have an interest in doing so. I’ve organized people before and, now, feel
even more confident in my abilities to do so.
Our public response to injustice must be cultivated from within Bethel. And this includes supporting the
Synod and their organizing work. We are a church of our Synod. If the Synod calls for us to make a stand at the
capitol, then we should do what we can to support their initiative. In fact, we must.
But the primary drive to affect change must come from within our congregation and that can only happen
when we know the troubles and needs of our neighbors. And we need to do a better job of that. This has long
been a concern of mine, but only recently have I felt we were in a place to really concentrate on this challenge. I
think we, as a congregation, have a better sense of who we are and what we are interested in. We are changing and
we must look to new ways to be church with each other. I have some ideas concerning how we can reach out to
our neighbors, in evangelism and in mission. I hope we can put some of those into action soon. So get ready to be
evangelists!
And what I REALLY want to share with you is an experience I had at the conference. We were staying at
a huge Catholic retreat center. Its halls were like a maze of different medieval time periods. One of my friends,
Nick Tangen, is a Benedictine oblate. He has my position at Lutheran University Church of Hope. He decided to
lead a Cistercian Centering Prayer. I went to it gladly; as I said before, I was exhausted.
What we did was to sit in a dark chapel with only prayer candles lit. Everyone got comfortable. Most were
in chairs but I lay down on the floor in the yoga pose, the “corpse” pose, where you lay on your back, hands
comfortably at your sides, palms up, legs in a comfortable position. Nick rang a bell. In a minute he said the
prayer, “I am here. God is here.” And we sat in silence for around 20 minutes until he rang the bell again.
I am not a good meditator. I like yoga but do not sit still well. But I cannot tell you how centered,
rejuvenated, calm and focused I felt. I was there with God and all was good. I think this was the best thing I got
out of this training. That we must be with God before any of our endeavors. We can do this together. Be with
God and be in the world. We are here. God is here.
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Pursuant to Chapter 10.02, a

Meeting of Bethel Lutheran Congregation
is being called on
The agenda of this meeting includes:
the 2020 budget, Constitution & ByLaws,
old business & the annual report.

-

-

-

Februar
-

-

-

-

v
-

-

-

-

v
v
-

ry 2020

-

-

-

—

-

v
v

v

v
-

-

-

Anniversaries

Christian & Wendy Ledesma
Dave & Libby Krogh

Birthdays

Birthdays
Dean Anderson
Jaquie Archer
Meghan Olausen
Paul Kile
Trudy (Gert) Carlson
Rosie Smith
Christian Ledesma
Wendy Ledesma
Elaine Vogel
Ryan Kjesbo-Johnson
Betty Nelson
Jazmin Williams-Tyus

February 18
February 28

Sarah (Sunde) Kaiser
Elaine Gates
Katie Simons
Stacey Allgood
Kellie (Simons) Riley
Kyle Espelien
Leanne Puckett
Ben Allison
Lisa Chovan-Spence
Jacob Dunklee
Jeff Alberts
Jim Olausen
Stella Warwick

February 1
February 1
February 5
February 6
February 7
February 7
February 8
February 8
February 8
February 10
February 10
February 10

February 11
February 14
February 15
February 16
February 16
February 18
February 21
February 22
February 22
February 24
February 25
February 25
February 25
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