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Building the Body of Christ 
 
 As some of you know, Mary and I have spent a large portion of the past 
12 months building our tiny home in St. Paul. As we went through the process 
of securing a loan, finding land, finding a builder, drawing up our plans, as well 
as the daily stops to see how things were progressing, we learned that the 
details of such a build were sometimes overwhelming, sometimes beyond our 
knowledge, and sometimes simply too much. Yet, we persisted and have now 
lived in our home for almost four months. We love it. 
 

 Throughout my time in ministry, I have learned that building a 
community is even more difficult, and sometimes more demanding than 
building your own home. This is partly due to the changes that are constant 
within all of our lives and throughout society.  Also, although we may agree on 
the problems of our society, our suggested solutions vary tremendously.  
Another reason building the Body of Christ is challenging is because healthy, 
honest, and grace-filled relationships are hard work. Work that assumes 
(maybe even demands) that everyone has skin in the game. That is, that there 
is some level of commitment, mutuality, and communication that must be 
present within, between, and around each member of said community.  And 
when these three things --commitment, mutuality, and communication -- break 
down, so too does part or all of the community in which we belong.   
 

 And yet, we are invited to persist as the Body of Christ.  Indeed, Jesus 
died and rose again for this particular community -- the Church -- to persist in 
the hard work of healthy, honest, and grace-filled relationships for the praise, 
and to the glory of, God.  
 

 When things become more challenging for various reasons that may or 
may not be within our control, I hope we are all courageous enough to look at 
ourselves first and be honest about our role in whatever has broken down. 
Secondly, I pray that we are willing to follow the advice of 2 Corinthians 5: 17-
21, which says,  
 

And for anyone who is in Christ, there is a new creation. The old order 
has passed away, now everything is new!  All this is from God, who 
reconciled us through Christ ï and made us ministers of that 
reconciliation.  This makes us Christôs ambassadors, as though God 
were making the appeal directly through us. Therefore we implore you in 
Christôs name: be reconciled to God. For our sake, God made the one 
who was without sin to be sin, so that by this means we might become 
the very holiness of God.  

continued on page 2 
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(From the Pastor - continued  from page 1) 

 Sometimes I wonder if our society, in part and/or as a whole, has forgotten that we are all 
created in the image of God.  As such, we are each enough, and we are each given the capacity to 
reconcile ourselves, our communities, and our little part of the world. Indeed, as people called 
into the ministries of all believers, together we have the capacity to be prophets of a future still in its 
building stages. Hard workers who follow Jesusô lead to love unconditionally. Participants in a 
process that is dependent upon understanding one another. Gardeners who plant and nurture a 
future we may never see.   
 
 Thankfully, we are not alone in this endeavor of the constant building of the Body of 
Christ.  We have one another to work with, we have the Holy Spirit poking and prodding us along 
the way, and we have everything we need to persist in this fabulous community we call the Church. 
 
God helps us. God blesses us.  God empowers us.  Letôs keep building! 

Save the date: Saturday, October 12 at 9:30 AM 

This is the day the rain garden will be prepared for winter.  

What is needed:  ×your willingness to help,  
×cut the grasses, ×bag the grasses!   
×Bags will be provided. 

 
What to bring:  ×your garden gloves,   
×tools to cut grasses if you have any.  

 
Your help will be very much appreciated,  
The Garden Crew 

Thank you! 

Dear Church, 
 I wrote the previous article before the mental health crisis that occurred in our 
sanctuary on Sunday, September 22. Yet it seems so very relevant, and serves as a 
reminder of who and whose we are as children of God.  
 
 Thank you to everyone who helped in the situation this past Sunday. Godôs 
continued blessings be ours. Thank you for showing love and care. Thank you for 
being church.  
 
 If anyone reading this needs more information, please do not hesitate to call me 
at 612-724-3693.   
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Live as a Steward 
 

Do you have a certain time for that first cup of coffee? Is 
your lunch the same each day or at the same time? 
When do you pray? These may seem very ordinary 
actions, but they are also comforting, bringing an order 
and sameness to our daily living. We see them as 
routines. Could these routines be paths to awareness? 
As we eat a meal, do we think of those who do not have 
nutritious food or enough food? Do we take the next 
step to research where the need is the greatest and how 
to help? 
 
Is it time for a new routine in your life?   
Micah exhorts us  
to do justice, to love mercy, to walk humbly with our God.  
         
        May it be so. 
        Sharon Rodi, Stewardship Committee 

Sing & Ring with us!  
 
I really love it when we kick off a new school year here at church. The 
excitement of classes starting up and the sounds of music ensembles filling the 
halls brings a smile to my face. I believe that same joy is felt by many of the 
participants of the music program here at Bethel as well when they practice and 
play their instruments in service. I have heard time and time again from 
members that they enjoy the therapeutic time spent together making music with 

one another in an ensemble. It is true that being in a group setting doing 
something you enjoy with people you enjoy being around is a healthy thing 
to do.  
 
As you may be aware, there are multiple music ensembles that provide 
music at Bethel on a regular basis including the Bethel Choir, Joy Choir, 
Bell Choir, and the Pick-Up Choir. This wonderful variety gives members 
the option to choose the level and ensemble that is best for them, including 
time commitment, singing versus ringing, and the rehearsal schedule that 
works best for them.  
 
We want YOU to join us and try out an ensemble for a little while. Donôt read music? Thatôs a-okay! 
We have many empty seats and count on your commitment for the continued success of the varied 
music programs here at Bethel. Do you know a neighbor or friend who sings or rings? Invite them to 
join for a week and try it out. Ask any ensemble member and they will tell you that rehearsals are 
great fun and that everyone forms a great community.  

 
 

    Phil Radtke,   
   Music Director 

Phil�¶s Music Score 


